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    P L E A S A N T  H I L L S  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

The Good News 
The mission of Pleasant Hills UMC is to offer Christ through meaningful worship, faith centered education, compassionate outreach, 

genuine hospitality, and to be His hands, feet, and heart in the southwest communities of Greater Cleveland and the world. 

Rev. Dr. Beverly Hall, Pastor                                                                                                    December, 2015  
Rev. Linda McCowen, Deacon                                                                              10:30 a.m.  Worship Service  

 
The Names of Jesus 

 
This Advent, we are looking at the names of Jesus throughout the Scriptures but especially 
from Isaiah chapter 9, which is part of Handel’s magnificent masterpiece, The Messiah. How 
do we know Jesus as our “Wonderful Counselor,” “Mighty God,” “Everlasting Father,” and 
“Prince of Peace,” especially after the world events these past few weeks? Our Bible Study 
will be held each Sunday of Advent immediately after worship (give me 10 minutes to shake 
hands and I’ll be there).  We will explore the Scriptures found in The Messiah and check out 
other names of Jesus that we know and love (like The Good Shepherd, The Bread of Life, 
The Bright Morning Star). We will “make” a book mark to give to someone or to keep as we 
celebrate the names of Jesus this Advent season. We will meet in the Adult Sunday School 
class, but we can move if we have a crowd.  

I want all of us to really think about who Jesus is. Our answers define our faith and teach us how to be a 
disciple. Scripture, tradition, reason, and personal experience inform our answers. In the end, each of us 
must find out who Jesus is in our own lives. Can you relate to Jesus as Alpha and Omega? Is He your 
Savior? Do you know that He is “The Way, the Truth and the Life?” Is Jesus Immanuel (God with us) 
or do you identify Him as the King of Kings and Lord or Lords? Do you pray to The Rock and our Re-
deemer? Is Jesus the Light of the World, the Resurrection and the Life, and the Lamb of God in your 
life? This Advent, take some time to see who Jesus is for you. What difference will Jesus have in your 
life as He reveals Himself in the power of His Name.  Philippians 2:10-11(KJV) states, “ That at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 
earth;  And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 
May the Name of Jesus cause us to bow in prayer and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. 
 
Please don’t forget all the other events and activities that take place in December – from Church Lights 
to the Christmas Feast, from the Christmas Eve Eve and Christmas Eve Services to the Blue Christmas 
Service (on December 19 at 7 p.m.) Parents, do you need a time to wrap presents (or buy presents) 
without your children with you? Saturday, Dec. 19, we will hold an  “Ugly Sweater” Day at the church 
and provide a fun few hours so you can get some last minute things done. From 1 to 4 p.m., we’ll take 
care of your children while you have some time for yourself. It’s free! Just sign up so we know how 
many to expect. All of these activities are designed to show you the Light of Jesus.  
 
Jesus is God’s gift to us this Christmas and every day of our lives. Are you willing to share the name of 
Jesus with others? As a congregation, we welcome others into our building for many different activi-
ties. How can we recommend our church to our community? How will you invite others to encounter 
Jesus this Advent and Christmas? I pray Jesus will be your Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Ever-
lasting Father, and Prince of Peace this holy season. God bless you! 
 
In Jesus’ Precious Name, 
 
Rev. Bev Hall 
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From the Margins  
 
I’m writing this article two days after the horrific vio-
lence in Paris and bombings in Baghdad and the sub-
sequent bombing in Syria on ISIS by France.   Ask 
anyone and it seems that violence has been a part of 
their life.   Persons in my Mom’s age group remember 
World War II—some persons came home talking 
about the places they’d been and the things they had 
seen.   My dad (Army medic) never talked about the 
war, but the horrors of the war didn’t leave him until 
the day he died.    Children growing up today are 
growing up in the shadow of 9/11.    Violence is a part 
of our life.   What do we do?    What can we do?      
 
I used to ask the folks at the Free Store for prayer con-
cerns and each week I was asked to pray for Peace in 
Cleveland.   Violence is a daily part of life in many 
parts of the city of Cleveland and in cities throughout 
this country.   
 
 In Storytellers this morning we talked about the ways 
in which we can love God with our heart, our mind, 
our soul and our strength---our time, our talents and 
our treasures.       Rev. Bev gave the children pins  
reminding them the words of Micah—what does the 
Lord require of us, but to do justice, to love mercy and 
to walk with God.    And in just about one month, we 
will be celebrating the birth of the Prince of Peace.    
 
 I believe that what we do in this time of violence is to 
love God with our heart, our mind, our soul and our 
strength.   In other words, 
in everything we do and 
say.   It’s what we learned 
as children---be kind!   
And when we don’t know 
what to do, we call on Je-
sus, the Prince of Peace.     
 
Peace, 
Rev. Linda          

Greetings UMC #Giving Tuesday Supporters 
 
 

More than 800 projects and more than 300  
missionaries were blessed to have the support of 
donors like you during the past two Christmas 
seasons. We thank you for your generosity! 
 
We have consistently shown the world what  
miracles can happen when Methodists are United. 
And, during this year's UMC #GivingTuesday 
campaign on Dec. 1, you can again join other 
United Methodists from around the world to high-
light the powerful impact that we have when we 
come together to change the world. 
 
 

However you decide to join in for UMC #Giving 
Tuesday, we hope that on Dec. 1 you will again 
give to the Advance projects of your choice. For 
more information about UMC #GivingTuesday, 
visit www.umcmission.org/giving-tuesday. 
 
 

PARENTS DAY OUT 
 

Saturday, Dec. 19 is UGLY SWEATER DAY at  
Pleasant Hills! Attention all children – wear your  
ugliest sweaters for a fun afternoon of crafts, games, 
snacks, and a Christmas video. 1 to 4 p.m. FREE! 
(PARENTS – this is YOUR time to wrap presents, buy 
presents, cook, decorate, or just chill without your 
kids!) In order to plan, we will need you to pre-register! 
Just call the church office or fill in the form below and 
mail it in or bring it in. 
 

REGISTRATION FOR UGLY SWEATER  
CHILDREN’S FUN DAY: 

 
Name(s) _______________________Age(s) _______ 
 
Parent/Guardian Name and Contact Number: 
___________________________________________ 
 

Allergies? Other Information we should know:  
___________________________________________ 

COOKIE SALE 
 

Here is your opportunity to purchase some early 
Christmas cookies.  The United Methodist Women will 
be sponsoring a COOKIE SALE on Saturday,  
December 12th.  What in the world is a COOKIE 
SALE?  These tempting items will be spread out in the 
Fellowship Hall where you can stroll through and 
choose the cookies that will be sold by the pound.  We 
urge all the women of the church (and men who like to 
bake) to furnish a double batch of your favorite 
Christmas cookie.   (A double batch is approximately 8 
to 10 dozen.)  Only home-made cookies will be ac-
cepted.  Tell your friends and neighbors and put the 
dates on your calendar before you forget!  The more 
people who bake for us, the more successful the event 
will be.  More information will follow in the church 
bulletins.   

http://gbgm.convio.net/site/R?i=IhCehtLB2yDLgan6pQ8ajA
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EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY  

Again your offering giving exceeded the budget estimate. Offerings for October totaled 
$13,323, however we ended the month with a deficit in the General Fund of $11,458.11.  
Additional funds totaling $845.85 were received from the Garage Sale, and funds were  
received for building use. Our monthly anticipated expenditures total $16. 683, As the holiday 
season approaches, please add Pleasant Hills Church to your gift list to help us in our effort to 
eliminate the deficit. Our candy sales will also help us in that effort. The delicious candy makes 
a great hostess gift, a gift for the mailman, or anyone else on your list. Order forms will be 
available at the candy table. 
 
If you have not purchased your tickets for the Christmas Feast, there are still tickets for sale 
with a $25 donation. The evening includes a Christmas Musical and a four course dinner. 
 
With Sue Harper’s leadership, we have concluded the I Love to Tell the Story Stewardship 
Campaign. Pledges to date total $96,520. It is never too late to pledge as we reap the many gifts 
God has given each of us. 
 
Pleasant Hills Church continues to be so richly blessed with so many caring people who give 
generously of their time and effort. I feel blessed to be a part of it. 
 
Blessings, 
Mary Tuley, Extravagant Generosity Convener 

Twice Blessed and Food Pantries  
  
Are you cleaning out your house and getting ready to  
decorate for Christmas? Are you finding cans of food just 
taking up space in your cupboards and clothes that you no 
longer wear just taking up space in your closet?   Consider 

donating the cans of food to one of the Food Pantries that 
we sponsor. As you find clothing that is seasonal and in 
good condition, please consider donating the clothing to 
Twice Blessed Free Store.  Are you finding household 
items that you no longer use? Consider donating them to 
Twice Blessed Free Store! 
 
What NOT to donate:  If the clothing is torn, has holes, 
zippers don’t work or it is missing buttons; as much as 
you might love that piece of clothing, no one else can 

wear it.  Food that is past its expiration date or if the cans 
are dented they can not be handed out, please throw 
those dated and dented items away.  
 
It’s easy to donate items! 
Just bring them to Pleasant 
Hills.  Items for the food 
pantry can be taken to the 
bins in the hallway under 
the mail boxes. Clothing 
and household items can be 
taken to the donation room 
between the childcare room 
and the sanctuary.      
 

Blue Christmas Service 
December 19 at 7:00 

 
This past year many of our church 
families have experienced the loss of a 
loved one. Last year, we re-introduced 
the Blue Christmas Service. This  
service acknowledges the fact that 
many do not view Christmas as joyful 
and merry. We encourage anyone who 
is grieving to attend this year’s Blue 
Christmas meditative service of prayer 
on Saturday, December 19 at 7 p.m. 
Come, with your sorrow and tears, and 
allow Christ’s healing presence to 
wrap you in His grace-filled love.  
Rev. Linda 
and Rev. 
Bev will  
co-lead this 
service. 
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Our Services in December: 
 
Dec. 6 – Communion (our Confirmation Class 
will bake the bread and squeeze the juice for 
this communion time); Isaiah 40:1-11 and 
Mark 1:1-8; “Wilderness Wanderings.” 
 
Dec. 13 – Isaiah 61:1-4 and 8-11 and John 1:6
-8; “Good News – God’s News!” 
 
Dec. 20 – Micah 5:2-5 and Luke 1:39-45; 
“What, Why, Where, When?”  
 
Dec. 27 – Romans 16:25-27; “Time Out.” 
 
 
Christmas Eve Eve: Philippians 4:4-7, 
“Peace Comes to Our Hearts” 
 
Christmas Eve: Luke 2:1-14,  
“The King Born in a Manger” 

Help with Thanksgiving Lunches 
 

Wednesday, November 25  
at 1:00 p.m. 

 
If you'd like to help with the lunch 
preparation, please just come to the 
church kitchen on Wednesday at 
1:00 p.m.  For questions, please 
contact Paula Gustin, Sally Holt or 
Rev Bev. Thank you in advance!!! 
 

 The Compassionate Outreach Ministry of 
PHUMC is busy all year but, of course, at holiday 
time, we are the most compassionate and  
giving.  Here are a few items where we need your 
assistance: 
 
Twice Blessed Free Store – Our next sorting days 
at the Free Store are Monday, December 14 and 
Monday, December 28.  Please meet us at the 
church at 9:30 a.m. on each of those days for car-
pooling to the Nehemiah Mission or you can meet 
us there if you prefer. Also, the 3rd Saturday of 
each month (this month December 19) we will 
help distribute items to registered Nehemiah  
Mission area residents.  There are many families 
who come for the distribution each week and with 
Christmas approaching, we are sure to be extra 
busy. Won't you consider joining us (and Rocky 
River UMC volunteers) for this rewarding volun-
teer opportunity?  We will carpool from the church 
at 8:30 a.m. (or if you prefer, we’ll meet you at 
Nehemiah) so please consider this mission experi-
ence (this time or every time!) and contact Paula 
Gustin or Sally Holt if you are interested or have 
any questions.  We continue to take donations of 
clothing or small kitchen items at PHUMC.  The 
Donation Room is located in the Narthex (sign on 
the door says "Donation Room").  Please feel free 
to put your items in that room and we will take 
them to the Free Store. Remember, if you wouldn't 
give the item to a friend or family member, please 
do not donate it to the Free Store. 
  
Christmas Giving Tree -  As in past years, we 
will once again have a Giving Tree in the Narthex 
during Advent season.   We have two families 
from the Nehemiah Mission neighborhood who are 
deserving of a happy Christmas season.  One  
family has 11 members and the other has 4.  Please 
prayerfully choose a star from the tree which will 
contain a name and a requested item.  You choose 
your price point and the item you'd like to buy.  Be 
sure to return the star with your wrapped gift so we 
know who will receive it.  We will then take the 
gifts to the residents' homes Christmas week.  If 
you are interested in helping to take the gifts to the 
recipients, please contact Paula Gustin or Sally 
Holt.  More information will be in the December 
bulletins or contact Paula Gustin or Sally Holt for 
more info.  Thank you in advance to our most  
generous congregation!!! 
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Dear Friends, 
 
Thank you so much for the flowers, teddy bear, can-
dy, soup, barbeque chicken and the many, many 
cards and prayers.    Thank you to Rev. Bev for your 
visits.    They helped to lift my spirits when I was in 
terrible pain.    
 
The food was delicious and who doesn’t like candy? 
I'm adjusting to my back brace and hope to be back in 
church soon. 
 
You are a loving congregation. 
                                                             
Thank you, 
                  
Margaret McCowen     
  

Dear Rev. Linda McCowen 
and the Prayer Shawl Ministry, 
 
On behalf of the Pastoral Care Department at Metro-
Health Medical Center, I want to thank all of the 
members of the Prayer Shawl Ministry for the  
wonderful gift they have given to us. The prayer 
shawls are beautiful in appearance and it is clear 
when holding one, they have been made by someone 
who truly cares about others.  This is a very special 
group of people who have come together around a 
ministry that reaches out to others by sharing their 
talents with them in this way. 
 
So many times when someone is ill or have been in 
an accident that threaten to change their life, they 
struggle to find some sense of meaning and purpose. I 
know that the prayer shawls will be something that 
will be treasured as they go through that struggle. 
They will feel grateful and blessed that someone they 
have never met actually took the time to make this for 
them. 
 
In addition to the hospital, we have skilled nursing 
facility on the same campus and the residents there 
will also feel blessed when they receive a prayer 
shawl. Many of them will never leave the facility and 
coping with becoming dependent on the care of  
others is difficult for anyone to accept. Yet, in the 
midst of that, a prayer shawl is a symbol that  
someone is thinking about them and that a lot of  
compassion went in making it. 
 
Please thank everyone who participates in this  
ministry. Also, thank the gentleman who took time to 
deliver the prayer shawls to the hospital. And thank 
you to Pleasant Hills United Methodist Church for 
fostering this type of caring. 
 
Sincerely, 
Dan Rossbach Director Pastoral Care 

1 Corinthians 13 Christmas Style 
By Sharon Jaynes 

 
 If I decorate my house perfectly with lovely plaid 
bows, strands of twinkling lights, and shiny glass 

balls, but do not show love to my family –  
I’m just another decorator. 

 
 If I slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of 

Christmas cookies, preparing gourmet meals, and  
arranging a beautifully adorned table at mealtime, but 

do not show love to my family –  
I’m just another cook.. 

 
If I work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing 

home, and give all that I have to charity, but do not 
show love to my family –  

it profits me nothing. 
 

If I trim the spruce with shimmering angels and  
crocheted snowflakes, attend a myriad of holiday  

parties, and sing in the choir’s cantata but do not focus 
on Christ, I have missed the point. 

 
Love stops the cooking to hug the child. 

Love sets aside the decorating to kiss the husband. 
Love is kind, though harried and tired. 

Love doesn’t envy another home that has coordinated 
Christmas china and table linens. 

Love doesn’t yell at the kids to get out of your way. 
Love doesn’t give only to those who are able to give 
in return, but rejoices in giving to those who can’t. 
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 

things, and endures all things. 
Love never fails.  Video games will break;  

pearl necklaces will be lost; golf clubs will rust.   
But giving the gift of love will endure. 

Christmas Card Stamp Camp 
 
Come join us on Sunday November 29 at 4:00 p.m. to make 
6 different Christmas cards. You do not have to be a crafty 

person to come and enjoy the card making process. 
 

All materials will be provided. Cost is $5.00 
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THE FOOD PANTRIES -If you would 
like to donate food during the month of 
November we will be concentrating on 
Christmas Dinner items; Stuffing Mix, 
canned veggies, canned pumpkin pie 
mix, and cranberry sauce. All items will 
be split equally between the three pan-
tries at the end of each month. There 
are separate bins for each item. 
Please read the sign 
on the bin to know 
where your donation 
should go. 
 

 
 

   DECEMBER 
BIRTHDAY’S 

 
     Schroeck, Sheri  December   1 
     Schneider, Todd  December   2 
     Gileot, Bill             December   3 
     Snyder, Rick                  December   3 
     Scott, Barb  December   4 
     Frollo, Stephen              December   6 
     Antonelli, Melissa           December   6 
     Kamkutis, Christina        December  12 
     Anderson, Mark             December  14 
     Eplin, Gary                  December  15 
     Chase, Nancy                December  16 
     Srail, Tom                    December  17 
     Curtis, Jean                  December  19 
     Arnold, Rob  December  20 
     Humphrey, Virginia December  20 
     Kyler, Alan                   December  20 
     Gileot, Carol                 December  23 
     Simmons, Mike            December  23 
     Hearst, Janice                December  26 
     Borcziak, Lisa                December  29      
     Pelley, Eric                  December  30 
     Kyler, Ruth                   December  31 
     Majewski, Vanessa December  31 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
                            
   Robert & Carole Snoddy December 21 
     
 
 

December  10 at 12:30 p.m. 
 

Carrie Cerinos  
8922 RIDGE ROAD, NORTH ROYALTON, OHIO  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tickets for our fifth and final  
Christmas Feast on December 5th 
are now on sale.  The donation is 
$25.00 with free childcare for chil-
dren five and under.  The Christmas 
Choir has been practicing since  
August. Now is the time to contact 
family and friends to insure the best 
seating. 


