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    P L E A S A N T  H I L L S  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

The Good News 
The mission of Pleasant Hills UMC is to offer Christ through meaningful worship, faith centered education, compassionate outreach, 

genuine hospitality, and to be His hands, feet, and heart in the southwest communities of Greater Cleveland and the world. 

Rev. Dr. Beverly Hall, Pastor                                                                                                         March,  2017  
Rev. Linda McCowen, Deacon                                                                     9:00 a.m. &  10:30 a.m.  Worship 

 
Make-Overs in March! 

     We have all heard of “do-overs,” second chances to do something differently. What 
would happen if we all had a “do-over” in the month of March?  What might it be like if 
the church had a real make-over as we begin Lent this year? I recently read a leadership 
blog on this topic. How can we as a church (and as individual Christians) move from con-
fusion to clarity? From doubt to confidence? From being scattered to being focused? And 
from always being a follower to being a leader? That’s really what the season of Lent is all 
about. We begin with Ash Wednesday – a time to confess our sins and go from confusion 
to clarity in our beliefs as Christians. We continue through the season of Lent discovering 
our doubts and facing them so that we can examine our beliefs with confidence. Then we 
move into Holy Week where we remember how the disciples scattered when Jesus was ar-
rested. We feel their fears and then we see Jesus. We direct our focus to the cross.   

On Good Friday, we are left as followers without a leader to follow. But we know the rest of the sto-
ry! We go from followers to leaders, telling others Jesus’ remarkable, grace-filled story. That is an 
extraordinary make-over isn’t it? How can you begin this “do-over?” Do not just sit silently and wish 
you could “do something.” There is PLENTY of work to do!   
 
Want to work on a mission? Our food pantries would love volunteers. What about working at the 
Twice-Blessed Free Store or Nehemiah itself? Rod Fleming has little chores for folks to do to help 
out the Trustees – from painting to plumbing to lite cleaning to helping park cars on Sunday morn-
ings. Have you looked at our “Church Family Connection” Board yet? Can you provide a ride for 
someone who needs to go to chemo or the doctors? What about rides to and from church? Can you 
help with the Senior lunches or the fast food fellowships? What about joining the Drama Team, Pup-
pets for God, or the Bell Choir? How about singing in the Chancel Choir (just for the season of Lent)? 
We ALWAYS need people willing to read Scripture and be greeters. Would you enjoy helping as an 
usher or donating your time as a cook for Sunday evening suppers? What about your Spiritual life? 
Are you reading the New Testament in the 5X5X5 Bible reading plan? Want to join a short term Bi-
ble Study for the season of Lent or attend a Sunday School Class or the Senior Bible Study?  What 
about helping with the Brookdale service or the every Wednesday Bible Study at Brookdale?  Lent is 
often thought of as a season in which you give up something. I’d like you to think of Lent as a season 
where you ADD something to your routine. This would be a wonderful “make-over.”    
      
Speaking of “make-overs,” the fellowship hall will be ready by mid-March. What a transformation! 
PLEASE take time to see what has been accomplished! Let’s dream BIG. Let’s not stop in Lent! Let’s 
continue to grow and risk and challenge “business as usual.” Remember, the church is the only insti-
tution where it exists, not for its current members, but for those outside the fellowship.  Let’s really 
“do-over” what we do in March. Let’s be radically transformed in the way we think, act, and speak, 
so that Christ will be seen in and through us (and in spite of us!) Let’s allow the Holy Spirit to “make-
over” who we are, so we can really be the church. Are you ready for Lent? It’s OK to give up choco-
late or your favorite TV show, but think about what you need to ADD this Lent in order to be trans-
formed! 
 
In Christ’s Love, 
Rev. Bev 
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From the Margins 
  
Recently I was reminded by the Order of Deacons 
that we deacons are to speak up for compassion 
and justice!   It was both a joy and a burden for me 
to receive that reminder.   A joy, because I believe 
it is my call as a deacon to speak up for compas-
sion and justice.    A burden, because it’s not easy, 
especially if you want to make people happy and 
like you.    One of my favorite scriptures is Micah 
6:8.  And what does the Lord require of you but to 
do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with our 
Lord.     
 
We were told to be familiar with the United  
Methodist Social Principles and so I have work to 
do.   According to the United Methodist Church 
website, the Social Principles are a prayerful and 
thoughtful effort of the General Conference to 
speak to the issues in the contemporary world 
from a sound biblical and theological foundation.      
One of the reasons that I love the United Method-
ist church is because of John Wesley’s concern for 
both personal piety such as Bible study and prayer 
and his concern for social justice.   As Rev.  Bev 
says, it is both/and rather than either/or.     I look 
forward to studying the Social Principles and I 
pray that it will help all as we walk with our God.       
 
Blessings as we do justice, love kindness and walk 
with God, 
Rev.  Linda  

Bringing Jesus Home  

 
The children have had a great February.    They 
learned how we are all part of the family of God 
and how Jesus calms our lives.  March discussion 
topics include the Good Samaritan, the Prodigal 
Son, the parable about the Sower and the Good 
Shepherd.   These are all great stories of our faith.     
As you drive home from church, ask your children 
about Sunday School.  Re-read the scripture at 
home and ask your child, “I wonder where you are 
in the story?”  Share with your child where you 
are in the story, look at their take-home leaflet and 
do at least one of the activities during the week.        

Puppets can wear hand me downs  
 Puppet Wish List! 

A big thank you goes out to all who supported our Fast 
Food Fellowship and Chili sale! 
We raised almost $300 for new puppets, and were able to 
donate over $100 profit from the fast food fellowship 
lunch to the general fund.  
 
Now that we have new puppets on the way, we could use 
a few gently used items that you may have around your 
home to help make the puppets stay easier.  
 
We need: 

 Gently used boys or girls clothing, about size 
(Especially dresses, nice shirts, and a plaid shirts, or 
unique clothing - No pants are needed) 

 Children’s shoes (any small size) 

 Socks (any size, even ones with holes) 

 Pillow Cases - White sheets (all white only please) 
 
And for their schooling (they are home schooled in their 
apartment downstairs)  

 Folders (paper style with pockets) 
Pencils, pens, and highlighters 

 
And for their meals: 

 Small empty boxes of food (they don’t really eat 
much, but the pantry is bare and boxes are needed for 
props) 

 
And as always, puppets love when people use them, and 
all are welcome to join us on Sunday evenings from 6:30 
to 8:00pm. 
 
Please note that any excess items donated will be given to 
the food pantries we support. 
 
There will be a box labeled “For Puppets” in the lobby 
outside of the Sanctuary doors to put the items in. 

Pastor Away From the Church 
 

Rev. Bev will be gone March 2 to March 5. She 
is presenting a paper at the Wesleyan Theologi-
cal Society and moderating a session of the So-
ciety for the Study of Psychology and Wesley-
an Theology at Asbury Theological Seminary 
in Kentucky.  
 
Her paper is titled, “Transformational Learn-
ing and Appreciative Inquiry: A Wesleyan 
Model for the Church's Response to Domestic 
Violence.” She will leave Thursday afternoon 
and return Sunday afternoon. If there are any 
pastoral care needs while Rev. Bev is away, 
please contact Rev. Linda or the Church Office. 
 



THE GOOD NEWS 3 MARCH 

THE PRACTICE OF EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY 
 

General Fund giving for the month of January exceeded our estimated receipts by $2,499.08. We all need to 
practice generous giving in our efforts to meet our ongoing expenditures and payment of our apportionment 
askings for the District and Conference. 
 
We are striving to pay our District askings and our World Service and Conference Benevolence askings 100%. 
Askings for Connectional Support, Ministerial Pension and Hospitalization, Clergy Support, and Education 
will be paid at 60%. We had a negative balance of $9,440.64 at the end of January. With continued generous 
giving and lots of prayers, we can do it. 
 
Please support our fund raising efforts. Mark your calendar for Thursday, March 9th and plan to go to Bakers 
Square on West130th Street between 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. for a “Raising Forks for Funds” effort . 20% of 
all guest checks will be donated to Pleasant Hills UMC . The lunch bunch will be eating there at 12:30 p.m. 
Flyers are required to get the donation. On Wednesday, March 15th from 11 a.m.to 9:00 p.m. we are “Dining 
to Donate” at Applebee’s 6871 Pearl Road. They will donate 15% of all guest checks to Pleasant Hills UMC. 
Flyers are also available and are required for the donation. 
. 
Included with this newsletter is an order form for delicious Easter candy. Bea Gorusch, Sally Holt and I will be 
doing the making. It is our hope that you will be doing the buying. Share the order forms with family, friends, 
neighbors, and coworkers. We welcome any help in wrapping bunnies, eggs, suckers, pretzel rods, or candy 
bars. We plan to sell at church beginning March 19th when items not on the order form will also be available. 
Please remember the April 1st deadline for Endowment Fund requests. Your support and prayers in all of our 
efforts are greatly appreciated. If we put God first in our giving and doing, miracles can happen. 
 
Mary Tuley 
Extravagant Generosity Convener. 

Lenten Discussion Groups 
Lent is a time of preparation and of change.  It’s also a time to deepen our faith through reading the scripture, 
discussion, and prayer.   We’re happy to offer 3 discussion groups this Lent at different times throughout the 
week.     All are welcome at all groups!    You can even attend more than one! 
 
Sunday               11:30 am  A love that never dies    Rev.  Bev 
  Mar 12, 19, 26 
 
Tuesday 1pm   Bread in the wilderness   Rev.  Linda  

 
Wednesday 7pm soup supper Bread in the wilderness   Rev.  Linda  
               7:15 study   
   Cindy McCowen’s home  
 
A love that never dies is based on Jeremiah 31:3, “I have loved you with an everlasting love.” This discussion 
will take us through Holy Week as Jesus is betrayed, arrested, suffers, and ultimately dies for us.   Rev.  Bev will 
lead this discussion in the adult Sunday School classroom.   The small group will meet March 12, 29 and 26th, 
will begin after church and last for about 45 minutes.     
 
Bread in the wilderness: Spiritual famine or gospel feast? gives us strength for life’s journey as we discuss sto-
ries of God’s faithfulness and the life and teachings of Jesus.    This small group will be offered at two times, 
1pm on Tuesdays in the adult Sunday School classroom and 7:15 on Wednesdays at the home of Cindy McCow-
en.  If you’re coming straight from work, soup will be available at 7 and the discussion will start at 7:15.  Please 
ask Cindy McCowen or Rev.  Linda for directions.   The Tuesday discussion will begin on March 7th and the 
Wednesday discussion will begin on March 8th.    
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Services and Sermons in March 
 
Wednesday, March 1 /Ash Wednesday 
 4:00 p.m. at Brookdale 
 7:00 p.m. at Pleasant Hills-Ash Wednesday Services  
 

Sunday, March 5, First Sunday of Lent 
Rev. Linda will preach both services on John 4:7-15 
“Evangelism?” 

Sunday, March 12,  
Rev. Bev, based on John 3:1-17 
 “What Else Can We Say?” 
 
Sunday, March 19 
Rev. Bev, based on John 11:21-27 
 “I Am the Resurrection” 
 
Sunday, March 26 
  9:00 a.m.  Jim Szakacs, Pastor  
10:30 a.m.  Rev. Bev, based on John 6:47-58 
                   “I Am the Bread of Life” 
 2:00 p.m. Brookdale 
  
 

Don’t forget March 12 is DYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 

– set your clocks ahead one hour! 

Calling All Smarty Pants! 
 

Love trivia? Come to Trivia Night and 
show off your wealth of knowledge! 
 
Bring your team of friends and neigh-
bors for a friendly competition. Prizes 
will be awarded to top teams! Please 
bring a snack to share! 
 

When? Saturday, March 25, 2017, 
7:00pm - 9:00pm 

 
Trivia, fun, fellowship, and food! 

 
Please RSVP to Molly Gillahan at mgillhan@hotmail.com 
 

Lunch Bunch  
 

Lunch Bunch will be meeting on  
Thursday, March 9 at Baker's Square at 
12:30.  This will also be a "Dining to Donate" 
event where a portion of the profits will be 
donated back to Pleasant Hills.  It's a "win-
win!"  Have a nice lunch with your friends 
and support the church at the same time!   
 
Please sign up on the sheet in the  narthex so 
we know how many to expect. 

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY 

 

There will be a Bible Study for LENT starting 

Sunday, March 12 immediately after worship (in 

the adult Sunday School Class). We are looking 

at Lent through Jeremiah 31:3, “I have loved 

you with an everlasting love.” The study, “A 

Love that Never Dies,” takes us through Holy 

Week as Jesus is betrayed, arrested, suffers, and 

ultimately dies for us.  This Study will last till 

March 26 (3 weeks) and each Sunday, will be 

about 45 minutes long.  Everyone is welcome. 

Lenten Mission Project 
Easter baskets are a tradition in most families and 
yet if you depend on Food Pantries for your food, 
it’s a luxury that some parents cannot afford.     
And so, the Education Committee has decided to 
collect items for Easter Baskets.  They will be de-
livered to the Parma Heights Food Pantry so that 
parents can prepare Easter baskets for their chil-
dren.    

 
We’re looking for baskets, grass, candy and small 
trinkets---anything that belongs in a Easter Basket!      
Ann George reminded us that everything has to be 
at the Food Pantry before April 1st because persons 
are only able to visit the Pantry once per month.      

 
Items will be collected through Tuesday, March 
28th.   They may be placed in the basket outside the 
sanctuary doors.    Please ask Rev.  Linda or Ann 
George if you have any questions.     
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Bible Reading Plan Through the New Testament in 5 days a week, 5 minutes a day  
 

5 minutes a day— If you’re not currently reading the Bible, start with 5 minutes a day. This reading plan will take you through all 
206 chapters of the New Testament,  one chapter per day. The gospels are read throughout the year to keep the story of Jesus fresh 
all year.  
 
5 days a week -  Determine a time and location to spend 5 minutes a day for 5 days a week. It is best to have a consistent time and 
a quiet place where you can regularly meet with the Lord.  
 
5  ways to dig deeper -  We must pause in our reading to dig into the Bible.—Below are 5 different ways to dig deeper each day. 
These exercises will encourage meditation. We recommend trying a single idea for a week to find what works best for you. Re-
member to keep a pen and paper ready to capture God’s insights.  
 
 1. Underline or highlight key words or phrases in the Bible passage. Use a pen or highlighter to mark new discoveries 
     from the text. Periodically review your markings to see what God is teaching you. 
   
 2. Put it into your own words. Read the passage or verse slowly, then rewrite each phrase or sentence using your own  
                   words.   
  
 3. Ask and answer some questions. Questions unlock new discoveries and meanings. Ask questions about the passage  
     using these words: who, what, why, when, where, or how. Jot down some thoughts on how you would answer these 
      questions.   
  
  4. Capture the big idea. God’s Word communicates big ideas. Periodically ask, “What’s the big idea in this sentence,  
      paragraph, or chapter?” 
  
 5. Personalize the meaning. When God speaks to us through the Scriptures, we must respond. A helpful habit is  
      personalizing the Bible through application. Ask: “How could my life be different today as I respond to what I’m  
       reading?” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

© 2005 by Discipleship Journal . All Rights Reserved. The 5x5x5 Bible Reading Plan materials crafted by Bill Mowry. The New Testament Bible Reading Plan 
developed by Mark Bogart and Peter Mayberry. REPRINTS: Permission is granted to reprint unlimited copies of the 5x5x5 Bible Reading Plan for noncommercial 
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Education Ministry 
  

The Faith-Centered Education Ministry has two upcom-
ing events.  
  
On Saturday, April 15, we are having our Annual 
 Eggstravaganzza (that is an Easter Egg Hunt with other 
family activities). More details will be coming about the 
event. For now, we need your help! We need everyone 
to buy Fun-Sized Candy or other small individually 
wrapped candy. Please do not give full-size candy bars 
as they need to fit into plastic Easter Eggs. We also need 
plastic Easter Eggs. Please bring in all of your donations 
for this event by Sunday, April 2, 2017. Thank you! 
  
On Sunday, April 16 (Easter Sunday) we will be hosting 
our annual Easter Morning Breakfast. This breakfast is a 
pot luck. Bring your favorite breakfast dish to share and 
join us for the food and the fellowship. The breakfast 
will be from 9-10. If you are in the choir or bell choir, 
come early to get to your Easter Morning rehearsal. If 
you attend the Journey Service, come after the service. 
All are welcome, even if you cannot bring anything. The 
Education ministry will provide the coffee and juice.  
  
If you have any questions about either event, please see 
Jan Bower, Dan Cole, Rev. Bev, Rev. Linda, or Molly 
Gillihan. 
  

Senior News 
  
We are happy to offer several options for seniors!     
Tuesdays include a 1pm Bible Study followed by exercise 
at 2pm.      The exercise focuses on balance and stretch-
ing—it is not meant as cardio or to lose weight!   We wel-
come those who come every week as well as persons who 
would like to give it a try!    We meet in the adult class-
room.  Bible study will continue to be women in the Old 
Testament until Lent when we will look at the life and 
teachings of Jesus.   

 
Thursday is our day to eat lunch together.   Lunch might 
be soup and salad or a casserole such as macaroni and 
cheese.  We charge $5 to cover our expenses.   After 
lunch we discuss books!      We have lunch every Thurs-
day except for the 4 times a year that senior connection 
meets.   Lunch is at noon. Also, on March 9, we are sup-
porting the fundraising event at Baker’s Square.    

 
Senior Connection will meet on Thursday, March 2nd at 
the Middleburg Hts. Rec Center from 1-3.  Magician, 
Rich Smith, Jr., will share his magician fun with us.  The 
event is free and open to all seniors, 55 years old and old-
er.   This is a time to have fun and to meet our neighbors.    
Rev. Bev chairs the Senior Connection and Rev.  Linda is 
a member of the group.    

 
If you have a question about senior ministries, please ask 
Rev.  Linda.    
 

Creative Hands 
 

These are projects the creative hands group is working on. Stuffed toys (teddy bears and sock people) for  
Alzheimer patients. Crocheted and knitted squares to be made into blankets (Pat Catan's project)  
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      MARCH BIRTHDAYS      

 
                 Kuhn, Lillana      March  1 

     Cole, Karen                    March  6 
     George, Arnie                    March  6 
     Riccardi, Christian       March  9 
     Eplin, Gary                    March  10 
     Comella, Joseph*      March  11 
     Dickinson, Kristen           March  11 
     Ruprecht, Kim                 March  11 
     Justus, Dallas                 March  16 
     Couch, Pat                     March  17 
     Walter, Margie                March  17 
     Kightlinger, Janet            March  18 
     Powers, David                 March  22 
     Sweet, Stefanie            March  22 
     Szakacs, Timothy            March  22 
     Fiffick, Tom                   March  24 
     Hunt, John                     March  28 
     Lawrence*, Richard Sr. March  28 
     Lutz, Lowell                    March  30 
     Kirkendall, Mary             March  31 
     Kyler, Kathleen               March  31 
     Whittington, Jackie March  31 
 

ANNIVERSARIES  
 
    John* & Melvina Fekete     March  9,  1955           
    Bill & Alisa Riccardi  March 27, 2004     
         

LUNCH BUNCH 
March 9th at 12:30 p.m. 

Baker’s Square 

 

 

 
Dear Pleasant Hills Family~ 
 
Thank you for all of the birthday cards flowers and 
Doughnut Reception! It was wonderful surprise! I am 
truly very blessed with your friendship and love. 
 
Peace, 
Laura Fiffick 
 

North Coast District 

United Methodist Woment 

Spring District Meeting 
 

You are Invited! 

  
Saturday March 25, 2017 

9:30 am -12:30 pm 

Berea United Methodist Church 

170 Seminary St.  Berea, Ohio 44017 

440-234-3525   www.umcb.org 

  

Registration & Fellowship 

Guest Speaker 

Rev. Nathan Howe, Berea Church 

UMW Mission 

Climate Change 
 

“all creation is the Lord’s, and we are re-

sponsible for the ways in which we use and 

abuse it”  The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist 

Church, 2012 

Drama Team 

Our Drama Team will be present-

ing a series of 6 dramas during the 

10:30 a.m. worship services. Get 

to know the lovable characters – 

Shoulders, Sue, and Roberta. 

Each drama builds on the next 

one. Think of it as your Sunday 

morning “Soap Opera time.”  

http://www.umcb.org/

