
THE GOOD NEWS 1 JUNE 

    P L E A S A N T  H I L L S  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

The Good News 
The mission of Pleasant Hills UMC is to offer Christ through meaningful worship, faith centered education, compassionate outreach, 

genuine hospitality, and to be His hands, feet, and heart in the southwest communities of Greater Cleveland and the world. 

Rev. Dr. Beverly Hall, Pastor                                                                                                            June,  2017  
Rev. Linda McCowen, Deacon                                                                     9:00 a.m. &  10:30 a.m.  Worship 

 
Jumping Into June! 

  I don’t know about you, but I’m jumping into June! As your pastor I know there is a 
lot of work to do in a church.  I try to lead by example. I tithe.  I read the Bible and 
pray every day. I do what I can to invite people to worship. I witness in a variety of 
ways to the people I encounter every day. Many of you only see me on Sunday morn-
ings. You know I preach the sermon. The worship service is usually put together by 
the pastor and organist who create a worship-full atmosphere based on a theme. You 
may not remember anything I said in a sermon, but hopefully you will remember a 
feeling or word that summarizes the theme for the day. You may think that all I do is 
sit in my office working on my computer or preparing my sermon.  Sermon prepara-
tion is a big part of my week, but I am out in the community - a lot.  

If you have been hospitalized (and I know it), I’m there.  If you’ve lost a loved one, I’m 
there. If you need prayer, I’m there.  I lead Bible Study at Brookdale every Wednesday. I 
chair the community organization called the Senior Connection, which has brought together 
12 businesses in Middleburg Heights which are committed to providing activities for senior 
adults. I serve on the District Board of Ordained Ministry. I chair the Conference Team on 
DisAbility Awareness and serve on the Conference Board of Missions. I counsel people for 
marriage, divorce, grief, financial difficulties, and other problems. I sing in the choir, lead 
the Drama Team, lead the Worry Group, and participate in the Puppets for God. In other 
words, I have invested in our community and beyond.  We share common values. My main 
focus is on people – people who are sick, lonely, grieving, needy, or lost.  I care about peo-
ple in our faith community and people who are not yet a part of our church family. Being a 
pastor also means lots of meetings and paper work!  I read emails, follow Facebook and 
Messenger, return phone calls, set up meetings and counseling sessions. I generally work 
Monday through Thursday about 12 hours a day. You may not see me at the church because 
I’m visiting someone, or at a hospital, or in my car driving to a meeting. I try to take Fridays 
off. I’m back on Saturdays to make certain things are ready for Sunday morning. I get to 
church on Sundays by 7:50 a.m. (I lead the Sunday School Class for Teachers). I do not 
generally go home on Sunday afternoons so I can get ready for the coming week. I usually 
get home around 8:30 or 9 p.m. on Sundays.  My personal mission involves keeping God 
first, creating Team ministry, working to exude passion in all I do, making certain I say, 
“Thank you,” carrying the vision of the church to the world and having fun while I do these 
things! So when I tell you that I’m jumping into June, I’m jumping into June! What about 
you? Are you leading by example? Have you invested in our community? What common 
values do you share with others? How do you help others? I know it takes more than just the 
pastor to make a great church. Pleasant Hills is a GREAT church! We are a TEAM that has 
a common vision and mission.  What part do you play in the church? What can I do to help 
you?  
In Christ’s Love, 
Rev. Bev Hall  
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From the Margins 
 

Our discipleship bulletin board has lots of an-
swers about What it is to be a disciple of Jesus.  
Helping others, representing Jesus, telling others 
about Jesus are just some of the great answers!  
Thanks to everyone who wrote those great re-
sponses on the Board.  All of us who are United 
Methodist know, or should know, that the mis-
sion statement of the United Methodist Church is 
to make disciples of Christ for the transformation 
of the world.     After talking with people and 
reading books, I’m thinking that the operative 
word in that phrase is transformation.  How are 
our lives changed because we know Jesus? How 
is our world transformed because we know Je-
sus?   We don’t agree on everything, but as fol-
lowers of Jesus, I believe that all of us can agree 
that this world needs to be transformed into a 
world in which we love one another as Jesus 
loved us.  A world where we feed the hungry, 
welcome the stranger and heal the sick. 
 
How do we start?    Phil Maynard suggests that it 
is all about the 3 B’s 
 
 Belong—be part of the body of Christ and 
focus on building relationships with each other 
and God.    Small groups are a great way to build 
relationships.    
 Become---become more like Jesus by 
studying and applying scripture to our everyday 
lives and being accountable to the group for our 
progress and actions. 
 Be-----Be Christ in the world!    Be in 
mission!  Be Jesus to everyone we meet!   This 
one is the hard part. 
 
It’s all about building relationships with each 
other and with God.   Take a look at this newslet-
ter for ideas about how we can be in relationship 
with one another.     VBS, exercise, Bible Study, 
weekly worship, creative hands, shawl ministry, 
Thursday lunches……  If you don’t find some-
thing you like, start something! 
 
Blessings as we belong, become and be,  
Rev.  Linda  
 
Maynard, Phil (2015)   Membership to Disciple-
ship,  growing mature disciples who make disci-
ples.  p. 82. 

Bringing Jesus Home  

 
We will not be having Sunday School this summer 
for children---StoryTellers will take place as usual.    
In the absence of Sunday School, summer reading 
plans will be available!     The reading plan is sent 
to us monthly by Sparkhouse, the folks who publish 
WHIRL, and will be e-mailed to parents.   
 

               BADER GRANT MONEY  
 
In 2007, Rev. William Buckeye received notifi-
cation from The Cleveland Foundation that a 
grant was awarded to Pleasant Hills Church 
from the Fernau C. and Corinne M. Bader  
Memorial Fund. The fund is held in trust at The 
Cleveland Foundation and is distributed in  
accordance with the Bader’s wishes. Every 
year, the pastor must prepare a detailed account 
of exactly how these funds were used, submit a 
current Trustee list of names as well as our An-
nual Charge Conference report. The Bader 
grant is for general support of ministries NOT 
covered in our regular budget. The Baders 
loved music and the arts as well as Christian 
Education, so a portion of the funds must go to 
those ministries. The Trustees have to adminis-
ter the funds here at Pleasant Hills. If we did 
not receive the Bader Funds, we would not 
have many wonderful outreach ministries such 
as Prayer Shawls, Card Making, and VBS. We 
know that financial markets are volatile and we 
never know how much each year’s distribution 
will be. The Bader Funds are “extras” that al-
low our congregation to do so much more than 
we could without those funds. However, we do 
not “own” the funds and if a pastor would for-
get to do the paperwork and not file the year 
end reports as required, these funds would 
come to an end. Or if the Foundation deems 
that we used the funds for purposes “not in 
keeping with the intent of the grant,” we would 
NOT get those funds any more. So in your dis-
cussions about funding, please give thanks to 
this lasting legacy the Baders so generously 
provided us, but remember, we are obligated to 
do what they desired with the funds, and not 
what would be expedient in these days of mon-
etary short falls.    
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EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY 
“The notion that stewardship rightly focuses on the 
Christian’s need to give rather the church’s need to 
receive is not simply a money-raising strategy but a 
spiritually powerful truth “. That statement is an of-
ten quoted stewardship guideline of Robert Schnase, 
the author of The Five Practices of Fruitful Congre-
gations. 
Extravagant Generosity is one of those practices. 
Your need to give in April resulted in our offering 
receipts exceeding our estimated giving by 
$4,440.58. That is exciting and hopefully the trend 
will continue to help erase the $15,769.63 deficit in 
our General Fund. We all must feel the need to give 
and want to give back what God has given us. May 
God continue to bless us all as we continue to pay 
our pledges, attend worship each Sunday, support 
mission efforts, invite others to join us, and pray of-
ten.   
 
Thank you, Mary Tuley, Extravagant Generosity  

Wednesday Bible Study  
at Sips & Such  

We’re happy to announce that our Wednes-
day night Bible Study will now be meeting 
at Sips and Such on Pearl Road in Middle-
burg Heights!  All are welcome! 7:15 
Wednesdays 7535 Pearl Rd, Middleburg 
Heights.     
 
We usually end by 8:30.  Rumor has it that 
they have great coffee!     We’ll find out if 
the rumor is true.    We’re talking about the 
miracles of Jesus and each lesson stands 
alone, so come when you can.     Did mira-
cles just happen in the Bible?    Aren’t we 
all in need of miracles?   Do they happen 
today? Any questions about Bible Study?   
Please ask Sara Painter, Cindy McCowen, 
Rev.  Linda or Rev.  Bev.    

Thursday Lunch 
Thursday lunch is one way that we de-
velop relationships with each other.  
All are welcome!     Lunch is $5 to 
cover expenses.   This has been an 
awesome time to sit, relax, eat and get 
to know one another’s stories!    Look-
ing forward to seeing you! Thursdays 
at noon.     

Save the dates for VBS! 
There are two vacation Bibles schools this sum-
mer!     July 10-14 from 11-1:30 (lunch included) 
at the church.     August 5 and 6 from 2-4 at the 
Islander apartments.      Come to one or both! 
 
July 10-14 will be an intergenerational Bible 
School, so persons of all ages are welcome! Our  
weekend Bible School will be for ages,  
kindergarten through 6th Grade.   

 
We will need volunteers for both VBS’s to help 
us! 
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Services in June: 
 

June 4, Pentecost Sunday/Communion 
both services, 
I Corinthians 12:4-11, “Spiritual Gifts” 
 
June 11, Trinity Sunday  
both services, 2 Corinthians 3:12-18  
“New Testament Glory.” 
 
June 18, Father’s Day 
both services, Galatians 6:7-10 
“Do Good” 
 
June 25, Both Services  
Don Bower, preaching 
Brookdale 2 p.m. 

 
 
 
 

Relief Supply Kit Collection 
 

Annual Conference is right around the corner! 
Once again, we are collecting “Kits” to take with 
us to Lakeside to give to the Midwest Mission Dis-
tribution Center.  
 
We’ll be collecting from  May 6 until June 4. 

Thank you!   

We will be collecting Personal Dignity Kits as 
well as Layette Kits. Items needed are: 
 

Personal Dignity Kit  
· Hand towel 

 · Wash cloth 

 · Comb 

 · Nail clippers 

 · Toothbrush 

 · Shampoo with Conditioner  - 4oz 

 · Deodorant - 2 to 3oz 

 · Bar soap - 3oz or larger 

 · Razor - Individually wrapped 

 · Toothpaste - 2.5oz or larger  

 

Layette Kit Materials 

6 cloth diapers 

Prefolded or plain diapers only,  

No disposable diapers 

2 shirts—Undershirts or onsies 

2 washcloths—Infant size only,  

     No adult washcloths 

2 gowns or sleepers 

2 diaper pins 

Must have protective plastic closures -  

No regular safety pins 

1 sweater or jacket 

Must open from the front,  

May be hand knitted, crocheted, or sewn, 

Hooded sweatshirts are acceptable 

2 receiving blankets 

Sizes may range from 28x28 inches to  

32x32 inches, No crib blankets  

ANNUAL CONFERENCE  

June 11 to June 15. Please pray for those from our 

church who will be attending: Rev. Bev, Rev. Linda, 

Jan Bower, Dan Cole, Hannah Mutti, Jim Szakacs.  

 

In case of pastoral emergencies, please contact the 

Church Office and a message will be given to our 

pastoral staff.  

 

Please remember on Monday, June 12, Rev. Linda 

and Cindy McCowen will participate in the  Remem-

brance Service of Holy Communion. Margaret, their 

Mom, will be remembered as the spouse of a Clergy 

Person.  Then on Tuesday, June 13, Samantha Hassel-

busch will be singing on the stage at Hoover for a re-

port from the DisAbility Awareness Team. Keep all 

of these services/reports in your prayers! 

Piano Concert 
John Nilsen 

Sat., June 17, 3 pm 
Here at Pleasant Hills UMC 
Everyone invited to attend 
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Bible Reading Plan Through the New Testament in 5 days a week, 5 minutes a day  
5 minutes a day— If you’re not currently reading the Bible, start with 5 minutes a day. This reading plan will take you through all 
206 chapters of the New Testament,  one chapter per day. The gospels are read throughout the year to keep the story of Jesus fresh 
all year.  
 
5 days a week -  Determine a time and location to spend 5 minutes a day for 5 days a week. It is best to have a consistent time and 
a quiet place where you can regularly meet with the Lord.  
 
5  ways to dig deeper -  We must pause in our reading to dig into the Bible.—Below are 5 different ways to dig deeper each day. 
These exercises will encourage meditation. We recommend trying a single idea for a week to find what works best for you. Re-
member to keep a pen and paper ready to capture God’s insights.  
 
 1. Underline or highlight key words or phrases in the Bible passage. Use a pen or highlighter to mark new discoveries 
     from the text. Periodically review your markings to see what God is teaching you. 
   
 2. Put it into your own words. Read the passage or verse slowly, then rewrite each phrase or sentence using your own  
                   words.   
  
 3. Ask and answer some questions. Questions unlock new discoveries and meanings. Ask questions about the passage  
     using these words: who, what, why, when, where, or how. Jot down some thoughts on how you would answer these 
      questions.   
  
  4. Capture the big idea. God’s Word communicates big ideas. Periodically ask, “What’s the big idea in this sentence,  
      paragraph, or chapter?” 
  
 5. Personalize the meaning. When God speaks to us through the Scriptures, we must respond. A helpful habit is  
      personalizing the Bible through application. Ask: “How could my life be different today as I respond to what I’m  
       reading?” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© 2005 by Discipleship Journal . All Rights Reserved. The 5x5x5 Bible Reading Plan materials crafted by Bill Mowry. The New Testament Bible Reading Plan 
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June Birthdays  
 

Beth Marek     June 1  
Candice Rericha    June 1 
Myrtle Daley    June 2 
Allison Bury    June 2 
Matilda Tallentire    June 5  
Bruce Borcziak    June 6  
Diane Price     June 6 
Julie Haslett    June 13 
Ann Krepps     June 13 
Denise Eplin    June 14  
David Thompson    June 17  
Chad Walter    June 18  
Lindsie Gibbons    June 21  
James Gillahan    June 22  
Deborah Davila    June 24 
Jan Hasselbusch    June 24  
Margaret Klapproth   June 27  
Darlene Comella    June 29  
 

Anniversaries 
 

Brandon & Candice Rericha June 8 
James & Nancy Gillahan       June 10 
Todd & Ginny Schneider        June 12  
Carl & Cindy Kuhn                June 14 
Chuck & Margie Walter         June 14  
James & Robin Szakacs          June 19 
Richard & Patricia Millard    June 19 
Mike & Denise Mutti             June 20  
Alan & Ruth Kyler                 June 22  
Rod & Ruth Fleming              June 24 
 

LUNCH BUNCH 

June 8th, 12:30 p.m. 

8913 Pearl Rd, Strongsville  

 

 

From the Kitchen: 
  
The past few weeks, the fellowship hall 
has been a busy place.  
The congregation needs to know most of 
our events are social, in purpose, but 
some happen as we come together to 
support a mourning family. Many per-
sons come together to make an event 
happen: meal planning, prep and serv-
ing, table/chair set-up, then clean up. 
Sometimes the faces which help are fa-
miliar and sometimes new faces ask how 
they can help. Jobs are found for all and 
your “job” may seem small or insignifi-
cant to you but in the bigger picture of 
the event, many hands make the task 
lighter! My personal thanks to each and 
every man, woman, boy and girl who 
gave extra time and muscle in helping us 
achieve ministry in this room, of this 
building, whose first name is 
“fellowship”.  Sue Strizak 

Hunger Walk 
 

A big thank you to all who made the Hunger 
Walk on May 6 an overwhelming success!  You, 
as a congregation, donated over 400 food & pa-
per-product items to benefit the Parma Heights 
Food Pantry.  Thanks also to the walkers and 
drivers who collected bags of groceries on 
Greenleaf Avenue; those donations totaled over 
100 items.  And a very special thank you to  
Arnie and Ann (Executive Director of the PHFP) 
George for their support, assistance, and encour-
agement, and for providing a pizza lunch for all 
the volunteers after the walk!  We were truly the 
hands, feet, and heart of Christ in this event, 
serving those less fortunate in our community. 
 
Paula Gustin and Sally Holt, Co-conveners,  
Risk-Taking Mission & Service   

The Worry Group  

The next meeting  

will be on 

 Sunday, June 4 at 3 p.m. 


