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The Good News 
The mission of Pleasant Hills UMC is to offer Christ through meaningful worship, faith centered education, compassionate outreach, 

genuine hospitality, and to be His hands, feet, and heart in the southwest communities of Greater Cleveland and the world. 

Rev. Dr. Beverly Hall, Pastor                                                                                                     January,  2017  
Rev. Linda McCowen, Deacon                                                                     9:00 a.m. &  10:30 a.m.  Worship 

 
 Remember as a child, wanting to stay up to see in the New Year? Most of us fell 

asleep long before the clock announced the New Year’s arrival, but we still re-

member our efforts! What is it about a New Year? Too many of us think the be-

ginning of a new calendar will “wipe away” all of the difficult feelings, relation-

ship issues, heartaches, griefs, losses, and disappointments. Yes, the New Year is 

filled with 365 days of promise and hope. But we bring a lot of baggage with us 

into 2017, don’t we? Tasks left undone, calls not made,  relationships still broken 

– all  unfinished business. Baggage. A New Year does NOT equal a new you. But 

wait, what if a new you is possible? What if the magic of the New Year really 

does happen?   

That’s where resolutions come into play. We want to make some drastic changes in the New Year. 

We promise ourselves that change is good and necessary and vital for our own well-being.  We 

promise to change – change our habits, our thoughts, our patterns, our diets, etc. We know what 

will happen. In the New Year, we start out well-meaning and enthusiastic, but by the time Febru-

ary rolls in, we are back to the same old habits, thoughts and patterns. Change is HARD.  We are 

caught in a cycle and we know it. How can we break this cycle and really change? How can the 

New Year make new people of us all?  

    That’s where the Bible comes into play. If we let it, the Bible will change us. If we read it, med-

itate on it, study it, memorize it, and think about it – it will change us. God is a God of change. In 

the Scriptures, God challenges us to change. Last year we studied the Old Testament: the Law, the 

prophets, the Kings, the Judges, the Exodus, Israel, the Psalms, repentance and betrayal. This year, 

we are embarking on a new adventure - reading through the New Testament, which is how the Old 

Testament has been revealed to us through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Don’t just lis-

ten to me preach about the books of the New Testament, read it! Each month, there will be a new 

Bible reading plan to delve into. Pray, share a study (or two) with others, read devotions, but most 

importantly, read the New Testament! Get to know Jesus and His disciples. Find out more about 

his parables and great sermons. Hear about his miracles and about his opposition. Be challenged 

by what you read. Let Jesus change you from the inside out!  

    Yes, 2017 will soon be here. A New Year. Something to celebrate! Change is inevitable. Every 

day that passes changes us. Be changed by the Word of God made flesh! Be changed, not because 

of what you do but rather because of who you are in Christ. There’s no “magic” in a New Year. 

There is hard work and continuous effort on our part, but there is also a time when we must 

“yield” to God’s will and allow God to change us. Resolutions won’t last. The revolution of Jesus 

Christ will last – for all eternity.  

Enjoy the rest of 2016. May God bless you and CHANGE you in 2017! Amen. 

 

Rev. Bev Hall 
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 From the Margins  
 

 When the song of the angels is stilled, 

When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and the princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with their flocks, 

The work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, 

To heal the broken, 

To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 

To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among people, 

To make music in the heart. 

 
 By: Howard Thurman 

 
And now the work begins, what will you do this 
year?   
 
Blessings, 
Rev. Linda  
 
 

Bringing Jesus Home  

 
Have your children hummed the music 
from the videos shown in Sunday 
School?    The videos from Sparkhouse 
are a great way to introduce the chil-
dren to the stories of our faith.   Ask 
your children about the videos!   The 
children also have a handout each Sun-
day so that they and their families can 
continue the discussion throughout the 
week.   If your child doesn’t have his or 
hers, come back to the Sunday School 
room.   
 
This month, children in the nursery and 
the 1-5

th
 grade will be talking about the 

wise men, the baptism of Jesus and  
Jesus’ early ministry.    Sounds like fun! 

Planning Retreat 

 
Our Annual PLANNING RETREAT will 

be held Saturday, January 7 from 9 a.m. to 

2:30 p.m. All officers and those on our 

Leadership Team are specifically invited 

but everyone is welcome to attend.  

 

At last year’s planning retreat we talked 

about the need for an earlier worship ser-

vice and Journey was born! Things do hap-

pen when we gather together to brainstorm 

and pray!  

 

We need a head count (to plan the light 

luncheon), so please sign-up in the lobby if 

you plan to attend.  

Senior Connection News 

 

The Senior Connection loved the Church-

Lights program on Dec. 8! All the seniors are 

talking about what a special event that was! 

Thanks to all who made it possible, especially 

Rob Haslett and Mike Simmons.  The Senior 

Connection Board voted to do the program 

again in 2017 – on Dec. 7, so plan ahead! 
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EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY 
 
God has richly blessed Pleasant Hills Church with members who are generous givers. Your 
offering giving through November is $23,234.99 more than estimated. Unfortunately that was 
not enough to balance our deficit budget. Our Treasurer, David Thompson, emailed me on 
December 10th advising me that at that instant our General Fund was $19,000 in the red. Since 
then Christmas offerings have been received as well as receipts from candy sales in excess of 
$1,000. The Executive Team will be reviewing the funding this evening to hopefully eliminate 
the deficit balance as we start a new year. This will be done by using some discretionary funds 
and or Bader Funds, and your regular pledged giving. 
 
Our North Coast district apportionments were paid 100% ($1,894), and we paid 87% or 
$7,187.50 of the askings for World Service and Conference Benevolences. The other four 
askings were paid at 52% for a total to the conference of $18,242.42. This is an increase of 
$2,477.61 more than last year thanks to your extravagant generosity in pledge payments 
Our pledges to date for 2017 total $115,852.00 which represents pledges for 49 giving units. 
Increased pledges were made by 20 giving units with 23 pledges remaining the same and 5 were 
decreased. We have one new pledge. Pledges can always be accepted or changed. 
 
Please continue to pray for Pleasant Hills Church as your leadership endeavors always to be 
good stewards of all financial gifts and continues to ask God’s guidance in that effort. 
Best wishes for a Merry Christmas and blessings in the New Year. 
 
 
Mary Tuley, Extravagant Generosity Convener 

Living water for Adults    

(aka small groups) 
  
Would you like to learn from and talk with others about your faith journey?     Maybe you’ve 
made a new year’s resolution to grow your faith.   You are in the right place at the right time!      
 
All are welcome!    
 
 Sunday    8am Covenant Group       Rev. Bev 
           
 Sunday 9am Adult Sunday School class    Jan Bower 
              4:30 The Salvation of Dr. Who     Rev. Bev  
  
 Tuesday 1pm    Women of the Old Testament    Rev.  Linda  
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Services and Sermons in January 
 
Sunday, January 1 

 Both Services Communion; Matthew 5:2-14, 

“Salt and Light.” Covenant Renewal Service. 

 

Sunday, January 8:  

Both Services, Mark 1:4-11 

“Baptism and Renewal” 

 

Sunday, January 15 

Both Services, Mark 1:12-15 

 “The Time is Come”  

 Installation of Church Leadership Team at 10:30. 

 

Sunday, January 22 

 Both Services, Mark 5:2-15 

”A Story of Healing”  

 DisAbility Awareness Sunday  

 Brookdale at 2 p.m. 

 

Sunday, January 29 

 Both Services, Luke 6:20-31 

 “Woe is Me!” 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 
 

Saturday, Dec. 31, we are holding a special wor-
ship service at 7 p.m. Then stay for games and a 
fun time together. Bring snacks to share as we 
ring in the New Year.  

Worry Support Group 

 

Our “Worry Support Group” will meet on  

Sunday, January 8 at 3 p.m.  

Color and Prayer 
Color and prayer will resume on January 8th  
at 6:30!   Have you missed it?  I have.  It’s 
such a good way to begin the week.    We 
pray for people in the congregation as well as 
people that we hold in our hearts.   And we 
color.    
 
The circle of colorers keeps getting larger in 
this group and we love keep enlarging the 
circle.     We have pencils, we have coloring 
sheets, and we have hearts to share the love 
of Jesus through our prayers and colors.    

 
Questions?   Please ask Rev.  Linda  

Senior Exercise and Walking 
 
Have you noticed that balance just isn’t what it 
should be these days?     Have you fallen re-
cently?   Would you like to be a part of a group 
of people who genuinely care for one another 
and who love to include more people?    Then 
please---come to senior exercise (young folks 
are not turned away!) on Tuesdays at 2pm.    
Please remember if you’re concerned about 
your safety in the ice and snow—stay home!    
We will not have senior exercise if the Berea 
schools or the Parma schools are closed due to 
weather.   
 
Are you looking for a place to walk in the win-
ter?     Come to Pleasant Hills!   You can either 
walk for a set amount of time or check out the 
measurements so that you can walk a mile—or 
so!  (Hallways and the fellowship hall will be 
measured by January 1st)  We even have stairs--
-otherwise known as free exercise equipment!   
The building is open from 9-2  Monday thru 
Friday.    

 
Questions?   Please ask Rev. Linda  

New Member Class 

We are beginning Membership Classes for ANY-

ONE who would like to become a member of Pleas-

ant Hills. We are planning to meet on Sunday morn-

ings at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary, right after Jour-

ney, starting Jan. 8. If you are interested, please con-

tact the church office.  
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Bible Reading Plan Through the New Testament in 5 days a week, 5 minutes a day  
 

5 minutes a day— If you’re not currently reading the Bible, start with 5 minutes a day. This reading plan will take you through all 
206 chapters of the New Testament,  one chapter per day. The gospels are read throughout the year to keep the story of Jesus fresh 
all year.  
 
5 days a week -  Determine a time and location to spend 5 minutes a day for 5 days a week. It is best to have a consistent time and 
a quiet place where you can regularly meet with the Lord.  
 
5  ways to dig deeper -  We must pause in our reading to dig into the Bible.—Below are 5 different ways to dig deeper each day. 
These exercises will encourage meditation. We recommend trying a single idea for a week to find what works best for you. Re-
member to keep a pen and paper ready to capture God’s insights.  
 
 1. Underline or highlight key words or phrases in the Bible passage. Use a pen or highlighter to mark new discoveries 
     from the text. Periodically review your markings to see what God is teaching you. 
   
 2. Put it into your own words. Read the passage or verse slowly, then rewrite each phrase or sentence using your own  
                   words.   
  
 3. Ask and answer some questions. Questions unlock new discoveries and meanings. Ask questions about the passage  
     using these words: who, what, why, when, where, or how. Jot down some thoughts on how you would answer these 
      questions.   
  
  4. Capture the big idea. God’s Word communicates big ideas. Periodically ask, “What’s the big idea in this sentence,  
      paragraph, or chapter? “ 
  
 5. Personalize the meaning. When God speaks to us through the Scriptures, we must respond. A helpful habit is  
      personalizing the Bible through application. Ask: “How could my life be different today as I respond to what I’m  
       reading?” 
                                                                                                   January  
                                                                                            DATE  CHAPTER  
                                                                                           Mark 1 ✓ 1 

 2 ✓ 2 
 3 ✓ 3 
 4 ✓ 4 
 5 ✓ 5 

 6 Reflection 
 7 Reflection 

 8 ✓6 
 9 ✓ 7 

                                                                                                   10 ✓ 8 
                                                                                                   11 ✓ 9 

 12 ✓ 10 
 13 Reflection 
 14 Reflection 

 15 ✓ 11 
 16 ✓ 12 
 17 ✓ 13 
 18 ✓ 14 
 19 ✓ 15 

 20 Reflection 
 21 Reflection 

 22 ✓ 16 
                                                                                           Acts 23 ✓ 1 
                                                                                                   24 ✓ 2  
                                                                                                   25 ✓ 3  
                                                                                                   26 ✓ 4 

 27 Reflection 
 28 Reflection 

 29 ✓ 5 
 30 ✓ 6 
 31 ✓ 7 

  
© 2005 by Discipleship Journal . All Rights Reserved. The 5x5x5 Bible Reading Plan materials crafted by Bill Mowry. The New Testament Bible Reading Plan 
developed by Mark Bogart and Peter Mayberry. REPRINTS: Permission is granted to reprint unlimited copies of the 5x5x5 Bible Reading Plan for noncommercial 
use. All copyright information must be retained.  
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
                                
     Anderson, Darlene    January  3 
     Fisher, Charlene        January  3 
     Price, Jeff                  January  3 
     Burrows, Ava     January  6 
     Jones, William          January  7 
     Schneider, Ginny      January  7 
     Srail, Bill                  January  7 
     Baker, Gerry             January  8 
     Schneider, Will         January  9 
     Kuhn, Carl      January  11 
     Harper, Michael       January  12 
     Antonelli, Angelina January  13 
     Holt, Sally                January  13 
     Marcus, Bill             January  16 
     Manzetti, Margaret  January  17 
     Haslett, Thomas  January  22 
     Anderson, Anna  January  24 
     Lawrence, Richard   January  25 
     Harper, Edward       January  26 
     Majewski, Makenzie January  26 
     Bower, Don              January  28 
     Engle, Sharon         January  28 
     McCowen, Linda     January  28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
  
 Pat & Jackie Couch           January 14  
 Jack & Ginny Humphrey     January 27 
 Arnie & Ann George           January 29 
 

LUNCH BUNCH 
January 12th at 12:30 p.m. 

Max & Erma’s 

7085 Engle Rd  

Dear Friends, 
 
Thank you to all of you for the very gen-
erous Christmas gift.  It is a blessing to 
serve Pleasant Hills and I continue to 
give you and God thanks for your love 
and support. Merry Christmas and  
 
Blessings for the New Year!       
Rev. Linda  
  

 
Dear Pleasant Hills~ 
 
Thank you for the gift cards for Christmas. I can 
not wait to use them in the New Year! I appreciate 
your generosity. 
 
Blessings, 
Laura Fiffick 

 
Dear Pleasant Hills Family~ 
 
Thank you so much for all the love and 
support you give us over the year, and   
especially at Christmas. We appreciate the 
monetary gift and all the other “surprises” 
found in the office for us. Thank you for 
the beautiful cards also. Most of all, thank 
you for your prayers and friendship . 
 
In Christ’s Joy! 
 
Rev. Bev & Jerry Hall  


