
THE GOOD NEWS 1 OCTOBER 

    P L E A S A N T  H I L L S  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

The Good News 
The mission of Pleasant Hills UMC is to offer Christ through meaningful worship, faith centered education, compassionate outreach, 

genuine hospitality, and to be His hands, feet, and heart in the southwest communities of Greater Cleveland and the world. 

Rev. Dr. Beverly Hall, Pastor                                                                                                   September, 2016  
Rev. Linda McCowen, Deacon                                                                     9:00 a.m. &  10:30 a.m.  Worship 

 
“What Happens When No One Shows Up?” 

     The proverbial question has been, “What sound does a tree make when it falls in 
the forest and no one is there to hear it fall?” What happens when no one shows up to 
events and learning experiences in the church? NOTHING! That is exactly what hap-
pens when everyone thinks that “this is for someone else.”  We’ve all heard the story 
called “That’s Not My Job:”   
This is a story about four people named Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and No-
body.  There was an important job to be done and Everybody was sure that Somebody 
would do it.  Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it.  Somebody got angry 
about that, because it was Everybody’s job.  Everybody thought Anybody could do it, 
but Nobody realized that Everybody wouldn’t do it.  It ended up that Everybody 
blamed Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody could have.   

It’s a story about accountability and responsibility. It’s a story about what happens when 
everything needs to be accomplished, but no one is “responsible enough” to complete the 
tasks. Nothing gets accomplished. And yet, everyone wants to take credit when great 
things happen! In the church, it is known as stagnation. At times, we seem to have stagnat-
ed! I understand the draw of football Sundays and family outings and putting on your work 
clothes on a Sunday afternoon and getting some much needed yard work accomplished. I 
understand the need for parents to reconnect with their children and the need for children 
to take care of aging parents. I know the draw of not doing anything on a Saturday morn-
ing or a Sunday afternoon. I know the need for a nap occasionally! But if NOBODY sup-
ports the work and mission of the church, then NOTHING will happen: NO missions, NO 
ministries, NO programming – NOTHING.  
      
In September I wrote about S.H.A.P.E. – a new way to find out what you see as the future 
of Pleasant Hills, to tap into your passions, gifts, personalities, and experiences. What does 
our church look like to those outside our congregation? Are we flabby or fit? Are we excit-
ed about our faith or exhausted by it? Does Jesus’ amazing grace fill us with a love for the 
world or are we empty? Are we filled with the breathtaking presence and power of God or 
are we simply out of breath? In order to answer these questions and capture what YOU 
want to do in the future, we are dividing our congregation into small groups who will be 
invited to meet at a member’s home and discuss some of these issues. We will learn more 
about each other, about God, and about our church. So, these groups will only work if you 
“show up.” Be looking for your invitation. Pray about your involvement. Let’s not write 
another story about Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody and accomplish 
NOTHING! Who is responsible? EVERYBODY! Who is accountable? EVERYBODY! 
And that means you and me! As members of the body of Christ, we are called to DO 
SOMETHING! Amen. 
 
Rev. Bev   
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From the Margins 

 
Is your house like mine and has books eve-
rywhere? Where do they come from?    
Last week I had a great idea and started go-
ing through my seminary books and other 
books that I’ve collected on my journey. 
Some I was able to release and give away. 
But I rediscovered other gems in some of 
my books. I’ll give those away sometime, 
but not this year.    
 
One of the books I found again is  The 
Open Secret, an introduction to the theolo-
gy of mission. Lesslie Newbigen (a mis-
sionary, pastor and village evangelist in In-
dia) challenges us to Proclaim the King-
dom of God, Share the life of the Son and 
Witness to the Holy Spirit.    
 
In our daily walk with Jesus, how are we 
speaking about and showing the Kingdom 
of God where everyone has a voice and 
everyone has their needs met?  How are we 
sharing the love of Jesus? How are we wit-
nessing to the power of the Holy Spirit to 
change lives?        
 
Blessings, 
Rev. Linda  

Bringing Jesus Home 
 

Parents of kids through 5th grade, have you 
seen the take-home sheets from Sunday 
School?    If you’ve seen them, but haven’t 
read them, take a look.    Our children are 
using new curriculum this year---Whirl and 
they’re traveling through the Bible, learning 
story after story after story.    They’re learn-
ing how the stories of the Bible apply to 
their lives and they fit into God’s story.     
The take-home sheets tell you what they 
have talked about in Sunday School and 
give you ideas how you can talk about the 
story through the week.    October’s stories 
will include Rebekah and Isaac, Jacob and 
Joseph.   

Rev. Bev will be out of the office for 

Conference events and/or continuing ed-

ucation on Monday, Oct. 10 and Mon-

day, Oct. 17 as well as Sat., Oct. 8, and 

Friday, Oct. 14. Rev. Bev and Jerry will 

be in the Hubbard, OH area on Sunday, 

Oct. 16 as they celebrate with the  

Coalburg UMC (Rev. Bev’s first full 

time appointment) for that church’s 

175th Anniversary.  

FELLOWSHIP HALL 
 

When I took over the kitchen about 5 years 
ago, I somehow inherited the fellowship hall 
along with it. I probably brought it on myself 
because I became aware of who was using the 
hall and when. Then I started setting tables 
and chairs up for events and people liked what 
they saw (Thank you!). However, I, as of  
October 1st , will no longer be the person do-
ing this task. I will work with any person/
group using the hall for table and chair ar-
rangement for your/their event. This will take 
planning ahead on your part not only for use 
of the hall but for arranging who is going to 
set the room up and when it can be done by  
1) checking the church calendar or 
2)talking with Laura when you schedule your 
event through her.  
I will “dress” the tables for church events if 
asked/needed. I will continue in the kitchen 
and working with Laura on hall/kitchen rent-
als. I will continue to help our membership/
friends and those who rent our space in any 
way that I can. 
 
Sue Strizak 
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EXRAVAGANT GENEROSITY 
 
Having just returned home after a very inspiring Sunday Worship Service, I feel so blessed.  
 
I am very grateful for our pastor and talented music leaders.  I pray that many of you feel the same 
way, and will want to be even more generous in your General Fund giving.  
 
The offering receipts through August ($113,718.20) exceeded the estimated eight month receipts by 
$19, 473.36.  When we subtract that amount from the estimated deficit of $53,009.00 in our deficit 
budget, we are short $33,535.64 to pay our salaries, utilities, office expenses, building and property 
maintenance, and the shared giving askings (apportionments) of our District and Conference.  
These shared givings are how we reach out into the district and the world.  We have paid the Dis-
trict administrative askings at 100% and other askings at 52% of the asking.  We have borrowed 
$9,8058.67 from restricted funds to pay our monthly bills so creditors are not charging late payment 
fees or sending bill collectors.   
 
In addition to apportionments many of you have given special gifts to UMCOR, Ganta, Nehemiah 
Mission, 1 Great Hour of Sharing, Brookside Hunger Center, Middleburg Heights Food Pantry and 
Parma Heights Food Pantry and others.  Your continued generosity is doing God’s work in the 
world. 
 
Our Endowment Fund earnings earning to date are $15,162.68 which is a YTD return of 6.37%. At 
the present time, earnings available for distribution total $8,110.11. Let’s pray the market stays 
strong. 
 
All of our financial reports are on a bulletin board in the hallway.  Please take time to review them. 
 
Don’t forget the “Forks for Funds” at Bakers Square on Tuesday, September 27th from 7:00 a.m. to 
10:00 p.m. Enjoy home cooked Cabbage Rolls or Chicken on October 8 from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Tickets are now on sale - $11.00 for adults and $6.00 for children 6 to 12. 
Children under five are free.  Candy will be on sale before Thanksgiving 
 
May God continue to bless us all as endeavor to be cheerful generous givers. 
 
Mary Tuley 
Convener Extravagant Generosity  

Changing the World and Our Community  One Step at a Time  

HUNGER WALK To Benefit the Middleburg Heights Food Pantry 

Saturday, October 8, 2016  

We will meet at Middleburg Heights Community United Church of 
Christ at the intersection of Bagley and Big Creek Parkway (7165 
Big Creek Parkway). We can park our cars there for the walk and 
continue down the parkway to Hickox and the streets in that de-
velopment and then Middlebrook to the Pantry.  This is the same 
route we did last year. If you'd like to participate by donating food 
and other items, there is a container in the narthex.   
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SERVICES IN OCTOBER 
Oct. 2 
World Communion Sunday  
and McKenzie Majewski’s Baptism 
Zechariah 3:1-9, “Sin and Salvation” 
 
Oct. 9 
Children’s Sabbath 
 
Oct. 16 
Laity Sunday 
 
Oct. 23: 
Malachi 4:1-3, “Healing” 
Brookdale 2 p.m. 
 
Oct. 30:  
9 a.m.  Service – Jim Szakacs 
10:30 a.m. Nahum 1:3-7, “God Knows.”  

Learning Opportunities  
in the Fall 

 
We are hosting a few different learning 
options coming in October: 16, 23, 30, 
and Nov. 6 will be a study on  
“The Salvation of 
Dr. Who.”  
 
Then Nov. 13& 20 
we will offer an 
Advent Bible 
Study and the 
L.O.R.D. Bell 
choir will start on 
Oct 6. All these 
will be offered 
from 4:30 to 5:30 
on each of those 
Sundays. Other offerings at 6:30 will be 
Color and Prayer and Puppets for God.  

To Pleasant Hills, 
 
Thank you so much for the generous 
donation given the financial circum-
stances. 
 
All of it was used to pay for books to 
further my education. 
 
Again, thank you so much for all that 
you do. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Natalie Price 

Women’s Retreat 

Saturday, October 1  

9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

The UMW will host a One Day Women’s  

Retreat on Saturday, Oct. 1.  The Theme of 

the day is, “Awaken Your Senses,” and will 

be led by Rev. Bev. 

All women of the 

church (and friends) 

are invited. 

 

Change Of Phone or Address? 

If you have moved lately or changed phone 

numbers or email addresses please contact 

the church so that we have updated infor-

mation. We don’t want to lose YOU!    
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Tips on Reading the Bible Daily 

1. Start reading the Bible today -- there is no better time, and there's no reason to wait.  
2. Set aside a specific time each day. Set your schedule and then stick to it. Mornings are great, but feel free to use any 
time that works consistently for you.  
3. Read the Bible for the sake of learning, not simply to accomplish your next reading. Say a short prayer to God before 
you begin, asking the Holy Spirit to give you wisdom and understanding, then be refreshed by the words you read! 

The Daily Plan – Starting October 1, 2016 
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OCTOBER 
BIRTHDAY’S 

                                
  Donnenwirth, Todd  October  4 
 Gillahan, Molly               October  5 
 Painter, Jack                 October  7 
 Burley, Janice                October  8 
 Rindfleisch, Paul             October  8 
 Treher, Albert                October  10 
 Pegler, Jeff                  October  11 
 Gustin, Paula   October  12 
 Hearst, James                 October  12 
 Stevens, Carol             October  12 
 Majewski, Nolan  October  15      
 Couch, Jackie                 October  19 
 Marcus Rindfleisch, Colleen October  20      
 Snyder, Scott                 October  21 
 McCampbell, Linda          October  24 
 Davila, Melissa               October  26 
 Bryniak, Dave                 October  28 
 Clarke, Courtney              October  30 
 Kyler, Christopher            October  30 
  
         

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Cliff & Judy George      October   1, 2010 
Rick & Marcie Snyder    October   8, 1977         
Dale & Becky Caputo     October 18, 1997 
John & Courtney Clarke  October 18, 1986 
Dale & Lynn Ettinger        October 22, 1966 
Rob & Megan Arnold  October 23, 2015 
Randy & Jackie Whittington  October 25, 1975     
Tom & Laura Fiffick          October 29, 1983 
 
  

October 13th at 12:30 p.m. 
 

 30 Depot St, Berea, OH  


