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    P L E A S A N T  H I L L S  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

The Good News 
The mission of Pleasant Hills UMC is to offer Christ through meaningful worship, faith centered education, compassionate outreach, 

genuine hospitality, and to be His hands, feet, and heart in the southwest communities of Greater Cleveland and the world. 

Rev. Dr. Beverly Hall, Pastor                                                                                                  November, 2016  
Rev. Linda McCowen, Deacon                                                                     9:00 a.m. &  10:30 a.m.  Worship 

 
                                                   “From the Heart” 
     I’ve been thinking about hearts a lot lately. Our Stewardship theme reflects the Scriptur-
al thought that “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21) 
Thus, “Home is where the heart is,” has filled my mind and soul these days. Today, my 
“verse of the day” is “Take delight in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your 
heart.” (Psalm 37:4) Of course, the S.H.A.P.E. groups have added to this heart obsession 
because the “H” stands for HEART. What makes our hearts beat faster? What are our pas-
sions? In other words, what are the “desires of your heart?”  

    Thanksgiving brings us “home.” Thanksgiving stirs our hearts and allows us to pause and 

focus on what truly matters: family, friends, and faith.  How will you celebrate Thanksgiv-

ing this year?  What does your heart tell you to do?  

There is a lot going on at Pleasant Hills in the upcoming months. In all our “busyness” we need 
to pause and focus on what really matters. John Wesley had a “heart- warming” experience as he 
read the Scriptures. His “heart was strangely warmed,” and he focused on what the Lord had 
called him to do: to bring the message of Christ to the world. His heart changed the face of 
Christianity in his day. His thoughts and compassion continues to change our hearts as we seek 
to meet the challenges of our day. 
    We still have two more S.H.A.P.E. group meetings: Tuesday, Oct. 25 at 7 p.m. here at the 
church and Saturday, Oct. 29 at Dave Thompson’s home, 6510 Glenwillow Drive, North Royal-
ton, OH 44133. We will be serving lunch at Pay-It-Forward Café that Saturday afternoon. We 
will celebrate All Saints Sunday with a communion service on Nov. 6. No matter where your 
heart is in this national election, VOTE on Tuesday, Nov. 8. Friday, Nov. 11 is Veteran’s Day 
and we will be distributing “Thank you cards” to Veterans in the various local Care Centers. 
Our Charge Conference will be at Strongsville UMC on Saturday, Nov. 12 from 1:30 to 4:30 
p.m. November 19, we will be helping at the Twice-Blessed Free Store.  We will be packing 
lunches on Wednesday, Nov. 23 - for Thanksgiving - to give to our local police departments and 
area Care Centers for the workers who work on Thanksgiving. We will distribute these lunches 
on Thanksgiving Day. We have two Advent Bible Studies going on – one at Jim & Robin 
Szakacs’ home (dates included in another article) and one at the church from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
on Sunday, Nov. 13 and Nov. 20. Don’t forget our Stewardship campaign! Add to all of this the 
set up for ChurchLights (outdoors, Nov. 6 and indoors, Nov. 13) plus the beginning of Advent 
on November 27, and you can see how we can get “out of focus” quickly because of our busy-
ness and the business of the church.  So this month, I encourage you to “Take delight in the 
Lord.” Refocus your heart. Think about what REALY matters.  What does your HEART tell 
you?  
 
In Christ’s Abundant Love, 
Rev. Bev 

http://biblehub.com/greek/1063.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/3699.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/4771.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/2344.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/1510.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/1563.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/4771.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/2588.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/1510.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/2532.htm
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 From the Margins  
 
By the time this November newsletter reaches 
you, the SHAPE groups will have probably end-
ed.   (The last one will take place on Saturday, 
October 29th)  At these meetings, Rev.  Bev and 
Jan Bower have talked about SHAPE----Spiritual 
Gifts, Heart, Abilities, Personality and Experienc-
es.    All of these help to define who we are and 
what we can do to contribute to the Body of 
Christ.   How can we use our shape to make disci-
ples? 
 
Do you know your spiritual gifts?  What is a spir-
itual gift?  They are given to us by the Holy Spirit 
so that we can build up the body of Christ and 
meet the needs of the world.      Look at Romans 
12, Ephesians 4, and 1 Corinthians 12-13.  http://
www.umc.org/what-we-believe/spiritual-gifts-
online-assessment    is a great resource to take an 
on-line assessment.  You might be surprised!   
Once you’ve discovered your spiritual gifts, talk 
to one of us---to Rev. Bev, to our lay leader Jan 
Bower, or to me and we can help you learn to de-
velop those gifts so that you can contribute to this 
Body of Christ at Pleasant Hills and carry those 
gifts out into the world.   Developing the gifts giv-
en to us by the Holy Spirit is our gift   to God and 
our contribution to being a co-creator with God.  
Using our gifts is our gift to persons who have no 
voice, to those persons who need to hear the voice 
of a loving God.     
 
Blessings as you discover your gifts from the Ho-
ly Spirit  
Rev.  Linda  

Bringing Jesus Home 
 Pumpkins are everywhere and soon it will be Thanks-
giving!   How about starting a new tradition and listing 
your blessings on a pumpkin?  Purchase a pumpkin 
from a craft store—label it 2016 –and then, everyone 
take a turn and write a blessing each day on the pump-
kin.   Read those blessings out loud on Thanksgiving 
and thank God.        Save this pumpkin for next year 
and remember the blessings of 2016 as you start your 
2017 Blessing Pumpkin.    

 
Have fun and be surprised as you “count your many 
blessings and name them one by one.”   
 
Blessings, 
Rev. Linda  

Living water for Adults 

   (aka small groups) 
  
Do you remember the story of the woman 
at the well?   The story can be found in 
John 4: 7-15.   Jesus tells the Samaritan 
woman that whoever drinks of the water 
that Jesus gives will never be thirsty 
again.     Are you parched?   Do you need 
some of that living water?      Did you 
know that living water is available at 
Pleasant Hills throughout the week and 
not only during worship?    
We all know the importance of putting on 
our own oxygen mask before placing it 
on someone else.  That rule also works 
for spiritual nourishment. We have to be 
nourished before we can nourish others 
and make disciples.  Please let Rev.  Lin-
da know if you’d like a class at another 
time, have an idea for a class, and/or have 
any questions.   We love to share the wa-
ter! 
 
Sunday 8 am Covenant Group—Rev. Bev 
 
Sunday 9am Adult Sunday School class—Jan Bower  
 
Sunday 4:30 The Salvation of Dr. Who—Rev.  Bev 
   
  Advent Study—Rev Bev 
  November 13 & 20 
   
 
Sunday 6:30 Color and Prayer—Rev.  Linda 
 
Monday 7:30 Advent Study—Jim Szakacs 
  November Nov. 7, 21, 28,  
  Dec. 5 and 19 at the  Szakacs’ home  
          
Tuesday 1pm Senior book study—Rev. Linda   
  Beyond Loneliness, the gift of  God’s  
  Friendship  
 

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/spiritual-gifts-online-assessment
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/spiritual-gifts-online-assessment
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/spiritual-gifts-online-assessment
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EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY 
Your extravagant generosity has resulted in our offering receipts exceeding our budget for thefirst nine months of 
the year by $19,448.63. That is not enough since our General Fund $17,808.10 in the red at the end of September. 
Prayerfully we can do more. 
The Extravagant Generosity Ministry met last night. We asked God’s guidance as we tried to help our treasurer 
who struggles to pay our bills by borrowing from restricted funds. We haveincurred some additional expenses re-
cently to maintain our buildings and grounds. Those include  our sign repair, lift truck rental ($1,200), tree remov-
al ($3,000), new NEORD fee for storm water  from impervious surfaces ($400) and various supplies to improve 
the appearance of our building for those visiting or using the facilities. We truly need to make our church “Home 

where our Heart is”- something we can enjoy and share.  
 
We agreed to continue to pay our shared giving (apportionments) as we have been doing. North Coast District ask-
ings and the World Service Conferences Benevolences are paid at 100% and the other askings at 52%. These ask-
ings make it possible for us to reach out into other communities and the world through the United Methodist 
Church. 
 
If you need an avenue to honor or memorialize a family member or others, please remember the  Memorial Fund 
or Endowment Fund of Pleasant Hills. Gifts can be designated for a specific purpose. Thanks to those of you who 
have chosen to establish funds. 
 
Thank you for your support of our fund raising efforts. A special thanks to all those who made the Cabbage Roll 
Chicken Dinner so successful. The profit was $1,010. We will soon be making chocolate turkeys for your Thanks-
giving table. A Christmas candy order is attached. 
 
The habit of giving only enhances the desire to give. Our prayers, presence, gifts and service all help us to spread 
the word of God and bring others into our midst. We can all be so thankful for that opportunity. . 
 
Mary Tuley 
Convener 

DO GOOD---by recycling paper at PHUMC! 
  
Do you recycle your paper at Pleasant Hills?     Did you 
know that all of the money earned goes towards UMCOR 
(United Methodist Committee on Relief)?    Not only are 
you helping the environment but you are also helping 
with disaster relief and human needs throughout the 
world.    $7.68   was earned in September and $78.55 has 
been earned since January 1st.  1,140 pounds of paper was 
collected in September, saving 1.88 cubic yards of landfill 
space and 34.20 pounds of air pollutants. 13,830 pounds 
of paper has been collected since January 1st, saving 22.82 
cubic yards of landfill space and 414.90 pounds of air 
pollutants!  Yay people of Pleasant Hills!!   Check out the 
bulletin board for other fun facts!    

 
Shredded paper is accepted in our bin, but please remem-
ber to put the shredded paper in a plastic bag so that the 
shredded paper stays secure in the bin.  Also, please re-
member to flatten all cardboard boxes before putting them 
in the bin.  Check out http://www.rivervalleypaper.com/
faq for frequently asked questions.    I was surprised to 
find out just how much cardboard can be recycled!    We 
can really make more money for UMCOR and help God’s 
good creation! 

 
Thank you for helping to save our environment and for 
helping our brothers and sisters through UMCOR!    
 

To Our Pleasant Hills Family, 
 
The Powers family wishes to thank all the won-
derful people from Pleasant Hills who prayed for 
us, sent cards, visited us at the funeral home and 
even came with us to the cemetery to bury my 
mother, Lucille M. Powers. You also lovingly 
supported us when my sister suddenly passed 
away at the beginning of August. It has been quite 
a summer. 
Special thanks to our beloved Rev. Bev and Rev. 
Linda (and Cindy) for their unfailing support and 
help throughout this difficult season. 
 
I am in awe of the show of love and compassion 
for me and my family during a very difficult time. 
This is the spirit of Jesus working through us. 
Praise be His name forever. We are so very  
grateful. Pleasant Hills is a special place. 
Peace, 
Dave & Gayle, Geoffrey, and Gregory Powers 
 
 

http://www.rivervalleypaper.com/faq
http://www.rivervalleypaper.com/faq
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Services for November: 
 

Sunday, Nov. 6— “All Saints Sunday”  

Journey- Rev. Linda  preaching  

10:30 - Song of Solomon 2:1-4 

“His Banner Over Us is Love”  

Communion at the altar 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME! 

 

Sunday, Nov. 13—Baptism 

Journey-Don Bower preaching 

10:30 – Matthew 1:18-25, “JESUS” 

 

 

Sunday, Nov. 20 

Journey & 10:30 – Matthew 25:31-40 

“Coming in Glory” 

 

Sunday, Nov. 27 “First Sunday in Advent”  

Journey – Jim Szakacs preaching 

10:30 – Mark 2:15-22, “New Wine – Old Skins” 

Brookdale Service at 2 p.m. 

Risk-Taking Mission and Service News and Notes:  
We are fresh off our 8th Hunger Walk, this one to ben-
efit Middleburg Heights Food Pantry.  Thanks to all 
who donated and/or participated in the walk.  The 
Pantry volunteers were amazed at the many bags do-
nated (41 from PH and 27 from the neighborhood) 
and $150 cash as well.  Thank you all for your gener-
osity! 
 
November 11 is Veterans’ Day and we will once 
again be delivering thank “you for your service” cards 
to all vets in the 6 assisted living homes within the 
Senior Connection circuit.  Last year we had a couple 
of our own PH vets deliver some of the cards and they 
had a very rewarding experience.  If you are interest-
ed in helping to deliver the cards to vets at 1 home, 
please see Paula Gustin or Sally Holt by November 7. 
 
Thanksgiving Day lunches will again be delivered to 
police station personnel in Parma, Parma Heights and 
Middleburg Heights as well employees on the late 
shift at Brookside Assisted Living Home.  We will 
need many hands to put the lunches together on 
Wednesday the 23rd (day before Thanksgiving); if this 
mission is something you would be interested in help-
ing with, please see Paula or Sally or call the church 
office. 
 

We continue to volunteer our time on every 2nd and 

4th Monday and every 3rd Saturday at the Twice 

Blessed Free Store located in the Nehemiah Mission.  

If you would like to join us, we would love your as-

sistance!  Or perhaps you have a friend or neighbor 

who is looking for a volunteer opportunity.  We wel-

come any and all hands!  

Ready or not, the holidays are nearly upon us.  
 
To help keep the emphasis on giving instead of getting this time of year, mark your calendar for 
UMC #GivingTuesday Nov. 29.  
 
Last year, you were one of nearly 6,000 donors from 27 countries who donated $2.8 million through 
The Advance to support mission and ministries around the world. Thank you for your faithful giving!  
 
In an effort to change even more lives this year, we've 
created a host of UMC #GivingTuesday resources to 
help you get involved and spread the message of gen-
erosity. You will find the answers to frequently asked 
questions, tips for using social media, and creative 
ways to foster the giving spirit.  

http://click.esp.umcom.org/?qs=fadd09dd9e160869273d408a974b182c9ca1a5e79e545931483a3a197f1c1e3e1c64da0e817731ea
http://click.esp.umcom.org/?qs=fadd09dd9e160869a4756cdf071f5bb97927bf816e8a5c52609212e1987a52a0adaa7ed7893c1ddd
http://click.esp.umcom.org/?qs=fadd09dd9e160869273d408a974b182c9ca1a5e79e545931483a3a197f1c1e3e1c64da0e817731ea
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Tips on Reading the Bible Daily 

1. Start reading the Bible today -- there is no better time, and there's no reason to wait.  
2. Set aside a specific time each day. Set your schedule and then stick to it. Mornings are great, but feel free to use any 
time that works consistently for you.  
3. Read the Bible for the sake of learning, not simply to accomplish your next reading. Say a short prayer to God before 
you begin, asking the Holy Spirit to give you wisdom and understanding, then be refreshed by the words you read! 

The Daily Plan – Starting November 1, 2016 
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY’S 

                                
     Arnold, Megan  November  3 
     Corralejo, Ariana  November  3 
     Haslett, Robert                November  8 
     Kuhn, Ashley                   November  8 
     Lutz, Robert                   November  8 
     Borcziak, Brooklyn         November  9 
     Ricupero, Joseph               November  11 
     Walton, Thelma  November  11 
     Marcus, Kelly             November  13 
     Dusseau, Chris                 November  15 
     Fiffick, David                 November  15 
     Gibbons, Chelsie               November  16 
     Kuhn, Carl                     November  16 
     Chelton, Dean                 November  20 
     Bryniak, Judy                  November  21 
     Haslett, Kristen               November  22 
     Foreman, Marti  November  24 
     Gileot, Kayla                  November  29 
     Otcovsky, Sharon              November  30 
 

     ANNIVERSARIES 
 

    Jack & Sara Painter         November  7,  1964 
    Jeff & Diane Price          November 17, 1979 
 
       

LUNCH BUNCH 
November 10th at 12:30 p.m. 

6950 Ridge Road, Parma, OH  

 

Rev. Linda and Rev. Bev will be out of the 

office on Monday, Nov. 14 through Wednes-

day, Nov. 16 for the “Fall for All” Clergy 

Retreat in Sugar Creek, Ohio.  For Pastoral 

emergencies, please contact the church of-

fice and Laura will contact Rev. Bev or Rev. 

Linda. Please keep the E.O. Conference 

Clergy in your prayers as we renew our spir-

its in this continuing education event. 

Rev. Bev will be conducting Chelsie Gibbons 

and Ryan Burgess’ wedding in Toledo, Ohio. 

She will be out of town from Friday afternoon 

(Nov. 4) through Sunday (Nov. 6) morning at 

8 a.m. For Pastoral emergencies during this 

time frame, please contact Rev. Linda. Please 

keep all the wedding participants in your 

prayers, especially Chelsie’s parents, Melanie 

and John Gibbons and her grand-

parents, Mel and John Fekete. 

 

The Lay Leadership Committee (formerly known as the Nomi-
nations Committee) will meet on Wed., Oct. 26 at 7 p.m.  
 
The Committee members are: Janet Kightlinger, Anna Anderson 
Mary Tuley, Mike Mutti, Al Treher, Sally Holt, Laverne Foster 
  

Cabbage Roll/Chicken Dinner 
Thanks to all who helped set up, cook, serve and or 
clean-up for the October 8th fundraiser and those 
who supported the function in any way, we real-
ized a profit of $985.00. This includes the sale of 
packages of cabbage rolls. Ten percent of this goes 
to the food pantries and the balance to the General 
Fund. In addition, there are sufficient leftovers to 
cover a dinner at the Pay It Forward Café. 
 
Bea Gorsuch, Dinner Coordinator  


