
THE GOOD NEWS 1 MAY 

    P L E A S A N T  H I L L S  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

The Good News 
The mission of Pleasant Hills UMC is to offer Christ through meaningful worship, faith centered education, compassionate outreach, 

genuine hospitality, and to be His hands, feet, and heart in the southwest communities of Greater Cleveland and the world. 

Rev. Dr. Beverly Hall, Pastor                                                                                                             May, 2016  
Rev. Linda McCowen, Deacon                                                                     9:00 a.m. &  10:30 a.m.  Worship 

 
                                           May Be or Maybe in May? 

 
 I have a rooster in my office.   
 
 Now that I have your attention – let me explain. I have a banner of a rooster in my office. The 
banner was made by Jackie Couch. The rooster was given to me by my friend, Marcia, from 
Good Shepherd UMC. The rooster was once on a woman’s skirt. The skirt had been in Marcia’s 
closet for decades. Now, it is on a beautiful banner. Why a rooster? I don’t know why Marcia 
had a rooster on her skirt, but as a banner – it is an important symbol for me. It represents the 
Emmaus Community, which is how I met Marcia. Emmaus is a way to deepen your spiritual life 
and get closer in your relationship to Jesus and to other people who share this Emmaus experi-
ence with you. If you are interested in going on an Emmaus Walk, please talk to Jan Bower or 
myself. We can sponsor you.  

     That said, what are we doing to deepen our spiritual lives and get closer in our relationship with  
Jesus and others in our faith community here at Pleasant Hills? Well? In this process, what are we  
doing to invite and encourage others to go deeper in their faith walks? How will we invite others to 
Pleasant Hills UMC? I hear some of you saying, “Maybe I will?” Others are saying, “May may be the 
month that I invite …” So what are you saying?     
     When I ask people how they first came to Pleasant Hills UMC do you know what they tell me? It’s 
not direct mail or Facebook. It’s not the yellow pages or our website. It’s not because of the awesome 
pastor. The #1 way people end up a part of Pleasant Hills Church is because someone invited them. 
Here are three reasons you should invite someone to Pleasant Hills: 1.They might make a friend. Some 
of your best friends in the world are at Pleasant Hills. Friendship is one of life’s great treasures, and 
church is a great place to make friends. How cool would it be if you invited someone to church and 
they made a lifelong friend. Do you know anyone that needs a friend? Invite them to church. 2. They 
might be encouraged. They say only 20% of an iceberg is visible above the water. The rest is below the 
surface. I think people’s struggles are like that, too. You never really know what they are going 
through. They might look happy on the outside, but they are really in need of hope or encouragement. 
A simple invitation to church might be a spark of hope for someone. Do you know anyone that needs 
encouragement? Invite them to church. 3. They might meet Jesus. In the book of Acts, you can read 
about a guy named Andrew who brought his brother to meet Jesus. Andrew’s brother was Peter, who 
turned out to be a great disciple for Jesus. By far, the best reason to invite someone to church is they 
might meet Jesus. Eternity can be altered because of a simple invitation. So what do you say? Who can 
you invite to Pleasant Hills this week? When you do invite them and they 
come, please introduce them to me, I’d like to welcome them to our family – 
perhaps even show them the rooster.  
     So what will it be this May? Will it be “Maybe?” or “May be!” It 
depends on where the break  is -or where the rooster is. On a skirt, in a 
closet? Or on a banner, for all to see? As we say in the Emmaus Community 
– De Colores! (May the bright colors of all of God’s creation make your 
heart cry in praise)! 
 
Amen! 
 
Rev. Bev  
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From the Margins  

 
Practice resurrection has become 
my theme for this season of Easter 
and the Pentecost.   Practice  
resurrection is a way of living and is 
the way we live when we focus our 
eyes on Jesus and follow his  
commandments.   As you can imagine, 
it’s not easy when the ways of the 
world call us away from Jesus, but 
we are persons who have decided to 
follow Jesus.   Let us support one 
another as we question our decisions 
with how do our actions bring life?   
As you make decisions, ask your self,  
“How do my actions show that I love 
God with all of my heart, my soul, my 
mind and my strength?   How do my 
actions show that I love others as 
much as I love myself?”    “What am 
I doing to bring joy and life to this 
world instead of despair and death?”     
It’s a difficult goal, but let’s pray 
for Jesus to help us.    
  

 
Practice resurrection, 
Rev.  Linda  
 

Bringing Jesus Home  
 
Did you know that 2016 is the year of 
Families called to Christian Hope?     
How do you practice Christian hope at 
home and in your life?    Our friends at 
UM Discipleship Resources suggest 3 
things: 
 
 1—Pay Attention.   How does 
your family experience God together?     
Each day ask each other when have 
you felt hopeful?    How have you 
shared that hope with other? 
 
 2—Take Time.    Each day, read a 
Bible Verse together.  (A perfect way to 
participate in this year’s Bible reading 
play as a family)   Then ask each other 
questions-----I wonder how you saw 
God in this story?   I wonder where you 
are in the story?   I wonder what your 
favorite part was in this story.       
 
 3—Do Holy Work together by lov-
ing God and loving your neighbor.      

 

 

Church Clean-Up Date is May 15th 
right after the worship service. 
 
Everyone is  
encouraged to stay 
after church 
and help out! 
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EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY 
 
The ‘Good News” is that we had a profit of $944.00 from our Easter candy 
sale, earnings from Bakers Square Fundraiser Program of $132.64, and earn-
ings of $57.00 from our Bakers Square pie gift cards sale. The “Bad News” is 
our treasurer had to borrow $4,205.22 from restricted funds to pay our bills in 
March. 
 
Many of you have been faithful givers and supporters of our fund raisers. We 
all need to remember that giving – time, talent, or gifts – is an important part 
of our spiritual growth and development. Because of our deficit budget, we 
will all need to become more faithful and give a little more. Maybe online giv-
ing and giving through PayPal will help in that effort, especially during the 
summer months when giving tends to decrease. Pleasant Hills Church needs 
our support twelve months of the year. 
 
May God bless all of us in our efforts to be extravagant and generous givers. 
 
Mary Tuley 
Convener of Extravagant Generosity 

HUNGER WALK 
May, 14th 

 
Did you know May 14 will mark our 8th Semi-annual Hunger 
Walk?  Please come to walk with us to benefit Parma Heights Food 
Pantry at 9:00 a.m. on May 14 so we can let the community know that 
there ARE hungry people in Parma Heights.  We will meet at Parma 
South Presbyterian Church on Pearl Road in Parma Heights.  Parma 
South will be serving us breakfast before we start the walk. You may 
also donate food and other items in advance and a 
bin will be in the narthex each week until we 
walk.  The walk will start at Parma South and end at 
the Parma Heights Food Pantry.  Call or see Paula 
Gustin (440.781.6001) or Sally Holt (440.845.4327) 
for details. 
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Layette Kits and Health Kits for UMCOR  
One of the wonderful traditions at Pleasant Hills is to send UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Re-
lief) kits to annual conference.   The kits will be then be taken by truck to the Midwest distribution Center on 
their way to persons in need.  This year, we will be collecting layette kits and health kits.    Some of my 
fondest memories as the district parish nurse were the times in which I as able to distribute UMCOR health 
kits at community meals and at a food pantry in urban Cleveland.   One church gave health kits to persons 
who were homeless and used the shower at the church!   I would always tell people that this is a gift from 
the people of the United Methodist church and people were grateful to receive a toothbrush, toothpaste, 
soap and a washcloth.    
 
If you’ve had a baby in your family this year, or are expecting a baby, please consider giving the contents 
of a layette kit in your baby’s honor.    If you’ve been in the hospital this year, or ever brush your teeth (and 
I hope we ALL brush our teeth at least twice daily!)---please consider giving the contents of a health kit.  
Putting together UMOCR relief kits is our spring StoryTeller mission project and we’d like lots to do!!  We’ll 
put them together on June 5th.   Annual conference begins on Sunday, June 12th.    Please bring entire kits 
or pieces of a kit and place them in the clearly marked container located in the narthex.    If you’d like to 
donate money towards items, please clearly mark your check UMCOR kits     UMCOR is very specific-----
all kits must have identical contents, all items must be new and in their original packages or they will not be 
accepted.     If you have any questions, please ask Rev.  Linda.         

     

Layette Kit Materials List 
 

6 cloth diapers pre-folded  
or plain diapers only  
no disposable diapers  
 
2 shirts undershirts or onesies  
 
2 washcloths infant size only  
no adult washcloths 
 
2 gowns or sleepers  
 
2 diaper pins  
must have protective plastic closures 
no regular safety pins 
 
1 sweater or jacket must open from 
the front may be hand knitted, cro-
cheted or sewn hooded sweatshirts are 
acceptable  
 
2 receiving blankets sizes may range  
from 28" x 28" to 32" x 32"  
no crib blankets please  
 
 

Health Kit Materials 
 1 hand towel—15 x 25 inches to 17 x 27 

inches 

 1 washcloth 

 1 comb 

Comb needs to be sturdy and longer than 

6 inches long; No pocket combs or picks please;  

Rattail combs and combs without handles are 

acceptable with a minimum of 6 inches of teeth. 

 

 1 metal nail file or nail clippers 

No emery boards, please. 

 

 1 bath-size soap 

3 oz. and larger sizes only; No Ivory or Jergens 

soap due to moisture content; Do not remove 

from original packaging. 

 

 1 toothbrush 

Adult size only; Do not remove from original 

packaging. 

 

 6 adhesive bandages 

¾ inch to 1 inch-size; Common household  

Band-Aids. 

 

 1 plastic bag 

One-gallon size sealable bag only. 

 

 $1.00 to purchase toothpaste 



THE GOOD NEWS 5 MAY 

Rev. Bev will be away May 1–2. 
 
 
Genuine Hospitality will meet on  
Tuesday, May 10. 
 
Church Clean-Up Date is May 15th right 
after the worship service. 

 
Dear Pleasant Hills Congregation, 
 
Thank you for helping to celebrate my  
birthday. I enjoyed reading all my cards and 
sharing cake with you, just like a big family 
 
Love,  
 
John Crown  

Pleasant Hills United Church  &  
Members of the Fidget Blanket Committee 

 
The members of Mary J Zirafi Family wish to thank you for 
giving our mother one of your fidget blankets. She has severe 
Alzheimer's  and enjoys playing with the objects on the quilt. 
This helps to occupy her time and her hands. 
 
God Bless you for your excellent 
idea,  time, work and for helping 
the sick and the elderly. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Robert, Sam & Chrissie Zirafi  
 

 
To: Pleasant Hills United Methodist Church 
 
I would like to thank you for all the prays on my behalf. 
What a great comfort to know about  
your prayers for me. 
 
May the Lord Bless all of you, 
 
Sincerely 
 
Carol Molek  

Fun Facts! 
Thanks Pleasant Hills Untied Methodist Church! 

For February your 1,520 of recycled paper helped to save: 
 

13 Trees 
190 pounds of CO2 

2.51 cubic yards of landfill space 
5,320.00 gallons of water 

3,116.00 kilowatts of electricity 
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Services for May 
 

May 1  

Ezra: 1:1-4, Acts 2: 42-47 
We will participate in an historic  
Wesleyan Love Feast 
Message---   It’s what we do 
 
May 8  
9 a.m.—I Thessalonians 5:16-22  
“Pray Without Quitting”  
10:30 a.m. Nehemiah 1:3-9  “Nehemiah’s Prayer” 
 
May 15 – Pentecost;  
9 a.m. Acts 2:1-4, “The Power of the Spirit” 
10:30 a.m. — Esther 7:1-7, “Spare My People” 
 
May 22 – Trinity Sunday;  
9 a.m. Romans 5:1-5, “Stand for Jesus” 
10:30 a.m.—Job 40:1-5, “Who Will Answer?”  
2:00 - Brookdale 
 
May 29  
9 a.m. Luke 6:46-49, “A Great Foundation” 
10:30 a.m.— Special Surprise Guest 
Psalm 37:23-29, “We May Stumble…” 
 
 

Saturday, May 7  

is ZOO DAY  

for our UMW group 

 

More details will follow but 

MARK your calendars NOW! 

 

 

 

Celebrating God in Nature 
(A weekend and/or day  

ALL CHURCH Picnic / Camping event) 
 

July 8-10, at  
West Branch State Park in Ravenna 

 

Come for:  

A Night hike under the stars  

Fishing 

Boating / Tubing (if enough interest) 

Picnic Games 

Movie under the stars 

Ice Cream Social 

S’mores around the camp fire 

Nature Hike 

Worship under the stars 

 
Where:   West Branch State Park  
                 (pet friendly area) (We have several 

sites together complete with electricity, 
private showers, modern bathroom 
facilities) 

 
When:  July 8-10, 2016 – Arrive anytime after 

3pm Friday through Noon on  
                  Sunday. Or, come for just the day on 

Saturday and still enjoy all the  
                  activities.  
 
 
Price:       $30.00 per tent/camper  
                 you provide the tent/camper 

(price based on 2 units per 
site) $10.00 for just the day on  

                 Saturday.  
   
                 Price includes camping, and all 

activities, you bring your own 
meals. Cooking utensils for 
over the fire are available, and 
portable charcoal grills may be 
shared. Outdoor propane stove 
is provided.   We have tents 
that can be borrowed, and air 
mattresses available on re-
quest. If enough interest, a 
boat may rented at an addition-
al cost. 

   
 

North Coast District Youth Mission Blitz 
Saturday, May 7th 

 at the Nehemiah Mission  
9 a.m.—4 p.m. 

 call Becky 216-961-6968 
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Tips on Reading the Bible Daily 

1. Start reading the Bible today -- there is no better time, and there's no reason to wait.  
2. Set aside a specific time each day. Set your schedule and then stick to it. Mornings are great, but feel free to use any 
time that works consistently for you.  
3. Read the Bible for the sake of learning, not simply to accomplish your next reading. Say a short prayer to God before 
you begin, asking the Holy Spirit to give you wisdom and understanding, then be refreshed by the words you read! 

The Daily Plan – Starting May 1, 2016 
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                 MAY BIRTHDAYS                                    

                            
     Harper, Sue                   May  1 
     Fiffick, Jessie                May  2 
     Riccardi, Bill                 May  3 
     Ricupero, Crista            May  4 
     Haslett, Bryan                May  5 
     Treher, Anna Lee           May  5 
     Price, Danielle  May  7 
     Snyder, Marcie               May  8 
     Davila, Vic                    May  9 
     Ruprecht, Brandon       May  9 
     Rogers, Ruth                   May  10 
     George, Ann                    May  11 
     Hnytka, Marc                   May  15 
     Ruprecht, Bryan                May  17 
     Snoddy, Robert                 May  17 
     Anderson, Amanda May  19 
     Buchanan, Louis                May  19 
     Torowski, Alexander May  19 
     Ciryak, Dylan  May  20      
     Scott, Bob   May  20 
     Mutti, Hannah                  May  21 
     Weakland, Joy                  May  21 
     Lawrence, Michelle        May  23 
     Ricupero, Angel                May  30 
 

     Anniversaries 
 
    Bill & Kelly Marcus       May   1, 2010 
    John & Melanie Gibbons          May   8, 1982            
    Vic & Deborah Davila              May   8, 1982             
    Dean* & Phyllis Chelton          May 31, 1953 
 
 

May 12 at 12:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

   

Building  Use 
 

A new building use form has been developed and ap-
proved by the Trustees, effective immediately. Please 
feel free to stop in the office to see the entire form. 

 No longer will referrals be honored...the person 
renting will either be an active participant of our 
congregation or they are not. 

 The rental fee will include a $50.00 donation to 
one of the  ministries of PHUMC. 

 Kitchen rental will now include a fee-for-use line 
depending on what the renter is going to use in 
the kitchen. 

 Table set-up and tear-down is now a line item for 
persons who want this done by church staff. 

 
Persons who have already filled out the  previous 
form (Yes, forms need to be filled out for use of the 
Fellowship Hall /Kitchen) will not need to fill out a 
new form. 
 
It is the desire of the Trustees that persons using the 
kitchen: 

 Bring ALL their own supplies and at the end of 
the event take all of their supplies home with 
them. 

 Renters who anticipate a large event/large attend-
ance should consider using a caterer. 

 
It is also the desire of the Trustees that a representa-
tive of the church be in the building when events are 
going on in case of emergencies or to answer ques-
tions. This volunteer position is open to any and all 
persons especially someone who may have something 
in the building  to do while the event is going on or 
split time with another person. The events are already 
printed on the calendars in every newsletter and are 
usually held on Saturday & Sunday, so please consid-
er the request of your time. 

 


