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    P L E A S A N T  H I L L S  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

The Good News 
The mission of Pleasant Hills UMC is to offer Christ through meaningful worship, faith centered education, compassionate outreach, 

genuine hospitality, and to be His hands, feet, and heart in the southwest communities of Greater Cleveland and the world. 

Rev. Dr. Beverly Hall, Pastor                                                                                                          March, 2016  
Rev. Linda McCowen, Deacon                                                                              10:30 a.m.  Worship Service  

 
“From the Diary of a Bible” 

 
     There have been many God moments recently. Think about how God has touched your heart this past 
month. The shortened version of this article is the “three things you need to remember about the Bible:” 
 

 If you don’t read the Bible, you will never know God’s whole story. 

 If you simply read the Bible and don’t apply it in your daily living, then the Bible is just another 
book you have read. 

 If God’s Story hasn’t connected to your heart, then you need to keep reading! 
 
     For those of you who want to read the rest of this article, I found a Bible Tract in a book I was about 
to give away. The essence of the Tract was that it shared a diary of a Bible. So what would your Bible 
say about your daily Bible reading habits? Are you keeping up with the daily Bible reading plan? Have 
you started it yet? So imagine what your Bible would write, if it kept a diary. Here’s a sample: 

January 20, 2015 – At the beginning of the year, I was read every day. But last week my owner put me on the 
shelf and I haven’t been taken down again. I guess I’ve been forgotten. 
 

February 14, 2015 – My owner took me off the shelf to read about love. I Corinthians 13 was read a few times. It 
felt good to be out of that bookcase! 
 

April 10, 2015 – I guess I’m going to Sunday School and worship this week. My owner dusted me off and put 
me on the table by the door to be ready. I’m so excited about being used again! 
 

May 12, 2015 – Busy day. My owner had to do devotions at church. Had a time finding the right texts for his 
theme, but managed to find enough Scripture to share with the team.  
 

June 5, 2015 – I’m so happy. Grandma came to visit and she has been using me every day. I feel loved and ap-
preciated! 
 

July 4, 2015 – Grandma left last week and kissed me before she left. Since that time, I’ve been on the shelf 
again. The kids put two four leaf clovers in my cover today. At least they knew where to find me! 
 
August 7, 2015 – I was taken off the shelf and put into a suitcase. I guess we are on vacation. They unpacked 
their clothes, but I haven’t been taken out yet. 
 
October 18, 2015 – After vacation, I was put on the shelf again. Today, the pastor is visiting, so I’m now on the 
coffee table in the living room. 
 
December 16, 2015 - I’ve been dusted regularly, but still haven’t moved from the coffee table. At least my owner 
sees me regularly. I wish Grandma would come for a visit again. She made me feel useful! 
 
December 31, 2015 - Today my family picked me up and put me near the dining table. Each family member 
opened me and put a finger on a verse to read for the New Year. My owner landed on Matthew 4:4, “Jesus an-
swered, ‘It is written, man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of 
God.’” I wonder if this verse will make a difference in how he uses me in 2016? 
 
What would your Bible say about you? PRAY about it. READ the Bible. APPLY what you read.  
 
In Christ’s Care, 
 
Rev. Bev 
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From the Margins 

 
We’ve been hearing a lot about the fi-
nancial status of the church.   Some 
people are concerned about finances---
and we all should be concerned.   We 
all want the staff to be paid and the 
bills to be paid.    And we’d really love 
to be able to participate in mission and 
ministry.  But the truth is, our giving 
has to increase.  I love the theme of our 
most recent stewardship campaign, tell-
ing the story.   How do we continue to 
tell the Story?    How do we tell the sto-
ry of God’s love?    And how to we tell 
the story through our mission and min-
istry?     Of course, we tell the story 
verbally, but we also tell the story by 
giving the first fruits of our labors to 
God.  It’s all about choices.    We con-
tinue to tell the story by giving to God 
at the beginning of the month—or the 
pay period instead of at the end of the 
month or the pay period after the bills 
are paid.  Most of us receive money 
each month, whether it is from an em-
ployer or PERS/social security/pension.    
We give to God because God loves us.   
We give to God because throughout the 
scriptures we are told to give God the 
first fruits and to tell others the amaz-
ing story of God.     The mission state-
ment of the United Methodist Church is 
to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world---and that 
takes money!! 
 
Abundant blessings, 
Rev.  Linda  

Bringing Jesus Home 
We talk about Jesus each Sunday in 
church ---But what about during the 
week?     This monthly column will 
give you some ideas about ways to 
incorporate Jesus into your daily lives
---with your kids, your spouse, and 
yourself! 
 This is the season of Lent---a 
time of preparation for Easter.   
 Participate in the daily Lenten 
Reading.  The link is                      .   
You’ll notice that there is also a link 
for Family Ideas for Observing Lent.      
Along with the daily Bible reading 
are questions to discuss with your 
family.   Questions like “I wonder 
how Jesus felt?  I wonder where you 
saw God today?   Each week has a 
suggestion for a daily prayer.  Dis-
cuss as a family who you are praying 
for that each day.   The children in 
StoryTellers were excited about look-
ing at their new Bibles, they couldn’t 
stop looking at the stories, the maps 
and the discussion starters.    My 
prayer is that they continue to have 
be excited  about God’s word and that 
their excitement is contagious 
throughout our church.     
 Our Lenten theme is Giving our 
whole hearts to Jesus.    Talk with 
your family about how we love God 
with our whole hearts, minds, souls 
and strength.    
 
Blessings, 
Rev. Linda          
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THE PRACTICE OF EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY 
 
“The practice of Extravagant Generosity means graciously and responsibly placing ourselves and our 
resources in service to God.” In so doing we draw closer to God. Maybe during lent you have chosen to 
deny yourself something and will use the money saved to give to your church for God’s purpose. As 
one of our ministry members stated “Giving is the life blood of our church”. At the end of January we 
have a deficit balance of $2,419.96 in our General Fund. 
 
We will continue to do fund raising to help balance our deficit budget. We now have gift cards for pies 
from Baker’s Square – fruit pies or cream pies. (See Jan Bower, Bonnie Hyntka or me for a gift card). 
On March 8 from 7:00 a.m. to 10 p.m. you can dine to donate at Baker’s Square on West 130th Street. 
A donation equal to 20% of your guest check will be mailed to Pleasant Hills. Flyers are available. 
 
Bea Gorsuch and I will be making candy for Easter. The order forms are available. Thank you for your 
support of our Valentine’s Candy sale. The profit was $160 as a result of donations and many “keep the 
change”. 
 
From our endowment funds earnings we now have $687.66 for distribution. Because of the stock  
market trend, this is much lower than previous years when we were able to give $1,000 scholarships 
and matching camperships to our students and youth. Updated applications are available for the funds. 
May1st is the deadline for applications. 
 
Mary Tuley, Convener 
The Practice of Extravagant Generosity 

KITCHEN & EQUIPMENT 
As of February, the following changes have been made in the kitchen: 

 The dishwasher is to only be used when the attendance of the group using the kitchen exceeds 30 
persons or when equipment in the kitchen needs a through cleaning. 

 No food is to be stored/kept in the refrigerator or freezer unless it has a specific purpose for later 
use and the “use” should be stated. 

 Date food/drinks/condiments...anything put in either the frig or freezer so we know how long the 
items has been stored. 

 No spices are to remain in the kitchen cupboard after an event; the only spices in the kitchen are 
salt and pepper. This applies to oils as well. 

 Leave no food preparation ingredients behind; when your event is done, take what you brought 
home (persons renting the hall will be told this as well. 

  
With regards to the cloth covered chairs and the tables: 

 The tables are to be wiped down after use! This is not a new request but the tables lately have been 
put away sticky, blatantly dirty and gritty. 

 The cloth chairs are not step ladders or step stools! Foot prints should not be on the chairs. 

 The cloth chairs are not to be used for craft projects which include glue, glitter, paint, or sand.  
       Metal chairs are in the hall on the rack and can easily be wiped down, if needed, when the  
       projects involve items mentioned or unmentioned. 
The kitchen, fellowship hall, tables and chairs are frequently used not just by our member but by out-
siders as well. Let us keep these spaces and furniture clean and well maintained for all to use. 
 
Sue Strizak, Kitchen Coordinator 
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Our Services in March 
 

JOURNEY:  
March 6 - Communion, Mark 12:30 “Serving God” 
 
March 13 - Youth Sunday 
 
March 20 – Palm Sunday, Acts 17:28,  
“God’s Presence” 
 
March 27 – Easter, Luke 24:1-12,  
“Walking in the Lord!”  
 
10:30 Service: 
March 6 – Communion, 1 Samuel 12:20-24,  
“Serve the Lord with ALL Your Heart” 
 
March 13 – Youth Sunday 
 
March 20 – Palm Sunday, 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 
“Bringing God’s Presence!” 
 
March 27 – Easter, I Kings 9:1-7 
“Walk with Christ” 
 
Don’t forget we serve our community by sharing a 
service on the fourth Sunday of each month – at 
Brookdale.  That service is 2 p.m. EASTER  
SUNDAY. 

SENIOR CONNECTION 
Attention Seniors (55 +): The Senior 
Connection of Middleburg Heights is 
hosting a BOWLING PARTY in hon-
or of St. Patrick’s day. Thursday, 
March 3 from 1 to 3 p.m. Cost: $5 
each (you get 2 games 
of bowling, shoe rent-
al, pizza & one can of 
pop). Plus, bring a bag 
of individually 
wrapped candy for our local Easter 
Egg Hunts.  Where? Freeway Lanes, 
12859 Brook Park Road, Parma, OH. 
We need reservations by Feb. 28, so 
get your reservation in to Rev. Bev 
now!   

Palm Sunday 
Our Service of Palms and Passion will be on Sunday, 
March 20th at 9 a.m. or 10:30 a.m. 
  

Maundy Thursday 
A traditional Passover Seder meal will be offered on 
Thursday, March 24, at 7 p.m. This is a FREE meal, held 
in our Fellowship Hall. There will be lamb, roasted eggs, 
potatoes, parsley, horseradish, a special applesauce mix-
ture, dates, matzo and chicken soup. We will have space 
for 60 persons. The sign-up sheet is on the Welcome Cen-
ter, in the narthex, or you may call the church office to 
make reservations. Since it is a service (reenacting a tradi-
tional Jewish Passover), it is important for everyone who 
attends to understand that this is not a typical church meal. 
Children are encouraged to attend, but will need to be a 
part of the whole service. 
  

Good Friday 
Our Sanctuary will be open for meditation and prayer 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Good Friday, March 25. That 
evening, in our Sanctuary, we will present: “PALMS TO 
PASSION: A GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP CONCERT” 
at 7 PM. This is a powerful concert telling the story of 
Holy Week and features the PHUMC Chancel Choir, 
L.O.R.D. Bell Choir, and soloists.  
  

Holy Saturday 
March 26 – This day begins with a community-wide  
Eggstravaganza for children ages 2 to 12, promptly at 2 
p.m. We will register the children and have them join us 
in the fellowship hall for pictures with the Easter Bunny, 
coloring real Easter Eggs, games, and crafts. Then we will 
bring everyone into the sanctuary for the real story of 
Easter. Then we will allow different age groups to hunt 
for the eggs (with adult supervision). Rain or shine! So, 
tell your children and grandchildren, bring friends and 
allow us to reach out to our community in this fun way. 
 
That evening, at 7 p.m., Rev. Linda McCowen will lead us 
in a meditative service in the Sanctuary. Holy Saturday is 
a time of waiting, waiting between the agony of Good 
Friday and the joy of Easter morning. We will gather  
together to meditate on scripture, to pray in silence and to 
pray as a community. 
  

Easter Sunday 
March 27 - Our Easter Breakfast Pot Luck will be held at 
9 a.m. Active participants from Pleasant Hills should 
bring a favorite breakfast item to share. Guests are wel-
come! Remember our early service, Journey is also at 9 
a.m. Our traditional service of worship at is 10:30 a.m. 
with our Chancel Choir and L.O.R.D. Bell Choir partici-
pating. 
 
Our Radical Hospitality Team will be conducting a ser-
vice at Brookdale (a care facility in our neighborhood)  
at 2 p.m. Contact Cindy McCowen at  
hospitality@pleasanthills.org for more information. 



THE GOOD NEWS 5 MARCH 

Tips on Reading the Bible Daily 

1. Start reading the Bible today -- there is no better time, and there's no reason to wait.  
2. Set aside a specific time each day. Set your schedule and then stick to it. Mornings are great, but feel free to use any 
time that works consistently for you.  
3. Read the Bible for the sake of learning, not simply to accomplish your next reading. Say a short prayer to God before 
you begin, asking the Holy Spirit to give you wisdom and understanding, then be refreshed by the words you read! 

The Daily Plan – Starting March 1, 2016 
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        MARCH BIRTHDAYS      

 
                 Kuhn, Lillana      March  1 

     Cole, Karen                    March  6 
     George, Arnie                    March  6 
     Riccardi, Christian       March  9 
     Eplin, Gary                    March  10 
     Comella, Joseph*      March  11 
     Dickinson, Kristen           March  11 
     Ruprecht, Kim                 March  11 
     Justus, Dallas                 March  16 
     Couch, Pat                     March  17 
     Walter, Margie                March  17 
     Kightlinger, Janet            March  18 
     Powers, David                 March  22 
     Sweet, Stefanie            March  22 
     Szakacs, Timothy            March  22 
     Fiffick, Tom                   March  24 
     Hunt, John                     March  28 
     Lawrence*, Richard Sr. March  28 
     Lutz, Lowell                    March  30 
     Kirkendall, Mary             March  31 
     Kyler, Kathleen               March  31 
     Whittington, Jackie March  31 
 

ANNIVERSARIES  
 
    John* & Melvina Fekete     March  9,  1955           
    Bill & Alisa Riccardi  March 27, 2004     
         
 
 

March 10 at 12:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

   
 

Puzzles and Prayer  
 

Do you like to put together jigsaw puzzles?    Did 
you know we have a jigsaw puzzle just waiting to 
be solved?   Rev. Bev gave the prayer and color 
group a mandala puzzle and while we’d love to 
keep it for ourselves, we want for others to be 
able to join in the fun!    If this is your idea of 
heaven---stop by the craft room sometime! 

EASTER CANDY  
DONATIONS NEEDED 

 
Individually wrapped candy is needed for 
the Easter Egg Hunt that will take place 
on March 26th  for the 
Eggstravanza. 
Please put the dona-
tions in the container 
in the Narthex. 

EASTER BREAKFAST 
Once again the Intentional Faith Develop-
ment (Education) Committee will be hosting 
our annual Easter Potluck. 
 
We are asking everyone to bring their favor-
ite Easter Breakfast dish to share with every-
one. The host committee will provide the 
plates, forks, spoons, knives, napkins, cups, 
and beverages. 
 
You will provide the eggs, breakfast meat, 
fruit, breakfast casseroles, breakfast pastry, 
etc. for all to come and enjoy.  
 
It will also be during this time that you will 
introduce yourself to the children you have 
been praying for through Lent.  
 
The breakfast will begin with prayer at 9:00 
am. If you go to the Journey service, join us 
after. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact 
Dan Cole at 440-503-9324 or  
olekatcole@sbcglobal.net. 
 
See you all there and Happy Easter! 


