
THE GOOD NEWS 1 JUNE 

    P L E A S A N T  H I L L S  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

The Good News 
The mission of Pleasant Hills UMC is to offer Christ through meaningful worship, faith centered education, compassionate outreach, 

genuine hospitality, and to be His hands, feet, and heart in the southwest communities of Greater Cleveland and the world. 

Rev. Dr. Beverly Hall, Pastor                                                                                                            June, 2016  
Rev. Linda McCowen, Deacon                                                                     9:00 a.m. &  10:30 a.m.  Worship 

 
“What’s Important Now?” 

 
At last year’s Charge Conference, we set as a congregational goal to adopt the W-I-N 
identity. W-I-N stands for Worship-Invite-Nurture, which are three major emphases in 
our mission statement and all that we do here at Pleasant Hills. W-I-N can also stand for: 
“What’s Important Now?” which is our question for June.  
 
“What’s Important Now?” (in the life of our congregation) depends on who you ask. For 
David Thompson, our Treasurer, what’s important is getting enough money in the treas-
ury to pay the bills. For David Powers, our organist, what’s important is preparing the 
music for worship services and weddings. For our Administrative Assistant, Laura, it is 
completing the bulletins for Sunday plus all the other work she does for the church.  

For those graduating from high school and college it is “to get that diploma.” For those working 
with Storyteller’s Inc. (our Junior Church program) it’s getting the children excited about digging 
deeper in the faith.  For me, Rev. Linda, Jan Bower, Jim Szackacs, and Dan Cole, it is getting ready 
for Annual Conference. But “What’s Important Now” for you? Let me rephrase that to, “What’s Im-
portant Now” in your faith journey? What’s your answer? Did it change from “making certain the 
gardening gets done” to “reading the Bible each day?” Did it change your perspective to think about 
how other people view what’s important?  
 
How our church is seen by others is part of our identity as people of faith. We are a “friendly” 
church but are we “welcoming?” When we enter our building, do we think “home?” Do we think, 
“Outdated?” Do we think, “It doesn’t matter?” Does our perspective change when we enter the 
“new building,” or when we enter the “old building” and whether we go upstairs or downstairs? 
Have you been in the basement lately? Have you gone into a classroom in the old building? Do you 
see the older part of the building as it once was (when it was first built) or as it really is now? 
“What’s Important Now” depends on our perspective, doesn’t it? But what if we asked, “What’s Im-
portant Now” – to God? Certainly, older floors and dark hallways don’t matter to God. What mat-
ters to God is how many people we are reaching in his name. We aren’t going to reach people if 
they do not want to enter our building, or if they do, they see outdated and dingy. How can we trans-
form lives and make a difference in our world, if we don’t care enough to make an entry way attrac-
tive? How can we make and mature disciples for Jesus Christ, if we aren’t interested in making an 
inviting area to educate children and adults? We often get “blinded” by the familiar and we don’t 
see what outsiders see. Do you have ideas that will freshen up our older building and make it more 
attractive to those who do not attend worship here? What’s important now?  
 
 I encourage you to think about what is really important to you. Is Pleasant Hills important? Are the 
children of Pleasant Hills important? What are we being called to do – and be – as Pleasant Hills? 
Will we W-I-N? It depends on each of us and our answers! 
 

Happy June, 
Rev. Bev Hall 
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From the Margins 
 

 Some people don’t care and some people 
follow United Methodist politics fairly 
closely.  I belong to the latter group. I’ve 
attended annual conference for years and 
follow general conference activities.  For 
those of you who may not be familiar with 
United Methodist polity—annual conference 
is the June meeting of the East OH confer-
ence.  General conference meets every four 
years and is the official policy making body 
of the United Methodist Church.     
 
As I write, general conference is meeting in 
Portland, Oregon and I have been trying to 
follow the action and decisions. I am partic-
ularly interested in how our church will 
choose to offer Christ to persons who are 
living on the margins of life. Bishop Greg 
Palmer reminded us to trust God and go 
make disciples,  Our theme and our mission 
statement are a rallying cry to get out, act 
together and get focused on what God is 
focused on — which is nothing less than new 
creation for people, nations, cultures and 
the earth.  Bishop Sally Dyck reminded us 
to Go and learn mercy.  Good words for us 
to remember---focus on what God is fo-
cused on and learn mercy.          
 
But no matter what happens at General 
Conference, we remember these words 
from the book of Micah.  What does God 
require of us---but to do justice, to love 
mercy and to walk with God.  And we re-
member John Wesley’s three rules—do no 
harm, do 
good and 
stay in 
love with 
God.    
 
Blessings 
for mercy, 
Rev.  Linda  

Taking Jesus Home ……and on vacation!    
  
Summer is an easy time of the year and a hard time.   
Routines change and so do our routines about summer 
worship.     We have some exciting things planned for 
Summer Sunday School.   We’re having an expanded 
StoryTellers and plan to journey with John Wesley.    
So I’m hoping that attending Sunday School and 
church is part of your plans.      If you have plans on 
Sunday—remember our 9am worship.     

 
Remember the Holy during your summer fun.    Ask 
each other I wonder where have you seen God today? I 
wonder how you felt God’s love today.     Talk about 
ways that you can share God’s love with others.    And 
always remember to pray.    The children are learning 
breath prayers in StoryTellers.   Ask them to teach you.    

 
Many children have reading assignments during the 
summer.    Include God in those reading activities.    
Help your child read the stories of Jesus.     Participate 
in the church’s daily Bible reading plan.    Check out 
the books in our church’s library located outside of 
StoryTellers.     

 
Summer is a time to take a vacation from school, but 
not a time to take a vacation from God.    It’s a time to 
thank God in all places and in all ways.     If you need 
more suggestions about how you can incorporate Jesus 
in your summer, please ask me or Rev. Bev. 
 
Blessings 
Rev.  Linda   

Jan Bower and Rev. Bev continue to meet our 
neighbors on Tuesdays at 4 p.m. If you can’t 
join us, why not do what you can do? Judy and 
Cliff George sent their neighbors (on their own 
street) a card telling them who they are and that 
they worship at Pleasant Hills. They told how 
much they get out of the services and fellowship 
and invited their neighbors to come to visit 
Pleasant Hills. They even gave them their phone 
number in case someone needed a ride! That’s 
what we mean by W-I-N! Worship – Invite – 
Nurture! And that’s how we WIN people to 
Christ. What’s YOUR out-of-the-box idea to 
invite others to Pleasant Hills?  
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EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY 
 

The Executive Team of Pleasant Hills Church has been studying The Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations by Robert 
Schnase. In his book he states that “Extravagant Generosity means graciously and responsibly placing ourselves and our 
resources in service to God”. He further notes that “The notion that stewardship rightly focuses on the Christian’s need to 
give rather the church’s need to receive is not simply a money-raising strategy but a spiritually powerful truth .”  
 
Through the first four months of 2016, members and friends of Pleasant Hills have exceeded our estimated pledged offer-
ings by $9,242.94. That is exciting and hopefully the trend will continue the remainder of the year to help erase the 
$53,009 deficit budget . We all must feel the need to 
give and want to give back what God has given us. 
 
What better way is there to thank God? May God continue to bless us all as we continue to pay our pledges, attend wor-
ship each Sunday, invite others to join us, and pray often. 
 
Mary Tuley 
Extravagant Generosity Convener 

“The Peace Pole Garden” 
 

Have you noticed the Peace Pole Garden?  It’s located between the stairs to the origi-
nal building.  Last year at this time, the stairs needed replacing and the garden was ne-
glected.    It is our goal to once again make the garden a place of peace and healing.    
  

If you haven’t noticed the Peace Pole, or have forgotten about the Peace Pole, stop and 
take a look. The languages on the four sides of the pole are English—for most of us, it 
is our native language; ASL to honor and remember all persons with disabilities;  
Spanish to honor and remember the large Hispanic population in the Cleveland area; 
and Hebrew to honor and remember our Judeo-Christian heritage.  The message, May 
Peace prevail on Earth, is a universal prayer. Please take some time this month to stop 
at the garden and say a prayer for Peace.     
 
Shalom, 

Rev. Linda  

ANNUAL CONFERENCE  

Please pray for our Annual Conference to be held June 12-16 at Lakeside. We will remember Rev. Sarah 

on Monday afternoon’s Communion Service, beginning at 1:30 p.m. We will celebrate Rev. James 

McDonald’s retirement this year at Tuesday evening’s retirement service (7:30 p.m.). We also celebrate the 

20th year of ordination for Deacons and Rev. Linda’s 5th year as an ordained Deacon. We give thanks to 

God for 60 years of women’s ordination in our Conference. We give God the glory for the ministry and 

vision of our Bishop, John Hopkins, as he retires this year. His recognition service will be Monday evening 

at 7:30 p.m.  Our delegates are: Jan Bower, Dan Cole, Jim Szakacs, Rev. Linda, and Rev. Bev.  

                 NOISY CAN OFFERING 
There will be two NOISY CAN offerings - the first one on Sunday, May 29 
that will go to the Bishop John Hopkins’ Timothy Fund for scholarships for 
those attending one of the 5 UM Colleges in Ohio and who will be entering 
ministry in the local church. The second will be on Sunday, June 26 to  
honor Dr, Maggie Jackson, which will provide an endowed scholarship for 
a student enrolled at Africa University. Dr. Jackson has been extremely  
active in the North Coast District and Conference Mission programs.   
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Layette Kits and Health Kits for UMCOR  
One of the wonderful traditions at Pleasant Hills is to send UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Re-
lief) kits to annual conference.   The kits will be then be taken by truck to the Midwest distribution Center on 
their way to persons in need.  This year, we will be collecting layette kits and health kits.    Some of my 
fondest memories as the district parish nurse were the times in which I as able to distribute UMCOR health 
kits at community meals and at a food pantry in urban Cleveland.   One church gave health kits to persons 
who were homeless and used the shower at the church!   I would always tell people that this is a gift from 
the people of the United Methodist church and people were grateful to receive a toothbrush, toothpaste, 
soap and a washcloth.    
 
If you’ve had a baby in your family this year, or are expecting a baby, please consider giving the contents 
of a layette kit in your baby’s honor.    If you’ve been in the hospital this year, or ever brush your teeth (and 
I hope we ALL brush our teeth at least twice daily!)---please consider giving the contents of a health kit.  
Putting together UMOCR relief kits is our spring StoryTeller mission project and we’d like lots to do!!  We’ll 
put them together on June 5th.   Annual conference begins on Sunday, June 12th.    Please bring entire kits 
or pieces of a kit and place them in the clearly marked container located in the narthex.    If you’d like to 
donate money towards items, please clearly mark your check UMCOR kits     UMCOR is very specific-----
all kits must have identical contents, all items must be new and in their original packages or they will not be 
accepted.     If you have any questions, please ask Rev.  Linda.         

     

Layette Kit Materials List 
 

6 cloth diapers pre-folded  
or plain diapers only  
no disposable diapers  
 
2 shirts undershirts or onesies  
 
2 washcloths infant size only  
no adult washcloths 
 
2 gowns or sleepers  
 
2 diaper pins  
must have protective plastic closures 
no regular safety pins 
 
1 sweater or jacket must open from 
the front may be hand knitted, cro-
cheted or sewn hooded sweatshirts are 
acceptable  
 
2 receiving blankets sizes may range  
from 28" x 28" to 32" x 32"  
no crib blankets please  
 
 

Health Kit Materials 
 1 hand towel—15 x 25 inches to 17 x 27 

inches 

 1 washcloth 

 1 comb 

Comb needs to be sturdy and longer than 

6 inches long; No pocket combs or picks please;  

Rattail combs and combs without handles are 

acceptable with a minimum of 6 inches of teeth. 

 

 1 metal nail file or nail clippers 

No emery boards, please. 

 

 1 bath-size soap 

3 oz. and larger sizes only; No Ivory or Jergens 

soap due to moisture content; Do not remove 

from original packaging. 

 

 1 toothbrush 

Adult size only; Do not remove from original 

packaging. 

 

 6 adhesive bandages 

¾ inch to 1 inch-size; Common household  

Band-Aids. 

 

 1 plastic bag 

One-gallon size sealable bag only. 

 

 $1.00 to purchase toothpaste 
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Mark Anderson— graduated from Heidelberg  
University on May 15th with a Bachelor of Science 
degree with a  Major in Accounting and a Bachelor 
of Science degree with a Major in Business  
Administration with a concentration in Finance.   
 
In the fall Mark will head back to Heidelberg Univer-
sity to obtain his MBA. While there he will be a grad 
assistant for the men’s and women’s golf teams. 
 
Will Schneider—Will graduated from Kettering  
University with a Bachelors in Science, Majoring in 
Mechanical Engineering. He has accepted an offer 
from Ford Motor Company in Dearborn, Michigan 
starting in July.  Co-oping at the Engineering head-
quarters during school allowed Will to define his 
path to Ford Performance (carspeak for “Fast 
Fords”)  

Gary Eplin  - has graduated from 

Strongsville High School and will 

be attending Cuyahoga Communi-

ty College in the fall to earn an as-

sociate’s degree in Business and 

continue to work in  the family 

striping business with the intent to 

takeover when his father retires. 

 

Phil Forrest—has graduated from 

Berea-Midpark High School and 

will be joining the ROTC at Bowl-

ing Green and studying Business 

Happy Anniversary to Women Clergy and Deacons! 
 

This is a big year for your clergy! Quick---do you remember when women finally were able to vote? If you 
guessed August 18, 1920, you’d be correct.  That was 96 years ago. Fast forward another 36 years and women 
were finally given the right to be ordained in the Methodist church. Finally!  
 
We could write a lot more about equality for women clergy ---- but we at Pleasant Hills United Methodist 
Church have had some wonderful women pastors, haven’t we? Where we be as a church without Rev. (now 
Bishop) Judy Craig, or Rev. Sarah Macdonald, or Rev. Bev Hall or our deacon, Rev. Linda McCowen?  Many of 
us cannot imagine a church without women clergy. It’s hard to believe that there are some denominations that 
still do not permit women to be ordained. Happy 60th anniversary UMC women clergy!! 
 
Fast forward another 40 years and the first Deacons in full connection were ordained. This was a little more con-
fusing, and even after 20 years, the Order is still being defined.  The 1996 General Conference created two cler-
gy orders---the Order of Elders and the Order of Deacons.  Both elders and deacons have seminary training, go 
before the Conference Board of Ordained Ministry and are voted upon by the clergy session prior to ordination 
by the Bishop. What’s the difference you ask? It’s a subtle, but major difference.  Elders, like Rev. Bev, are the 
pastors of the church. Their call and ordination is to Word, Service, Order and Sacrament.   They are the ones 
who preach, administer the sacraments and order the life of the congregation.  Deacons, like Rev. Linda are 
called and ordained to Word, Service, Compassion and Justice. Deacons are not pastors of churches because they 
don’t have that kind of ordination—they are not called to church administration and, unless things change at this 
general conference, are not permitted to administer the sacraments. Their call to Word is expressed by assisting 
in worship, teaching and occasional preaching.  What deacons do best is speak up for the voiceless and work 
with vulnerable persons. How do we express our faith outside the walls of the church? If you listen, you might 
hear differences in how we preach. The deacon focuses more on how we express our faith during the week 
whereas the elder may focus more on personal piety—accepting Christ. The stole of the elder represents the yoke 
of Christ---theirs is a pastoral role. The stole of the deacon represents the towel that Jesus wore when he washed 
the feet of his disciples, it represents service. When the deacon speaks up for justice, the deacon is answering 
their call from Jesus.     
 
Happy Anniversary UMC Order of Deacons! 
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Services for June 
 
June 5 -Communion at the altar  
Journey - Luke 6:46-49 
10:30 – Psalm 106:1-13  
“But They Forgot!” 
 
June 12: 
Graduate Recognition,  
Journey – Luke 8:22-25  
10:30 – Proverbs 3:1-6 
“Trust in the Lord” 
 
June 19:  
Father’s Day 
Journey—Luke 8:49-56 
10:30 –Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 
 “A Time for Everything” 
 
June 26 
Journey—Luke 9:57-62 
 10:30 – Isaiah 1:15-18 
 “STOP!”  
Brookdale at 2 p.m. 

June 9th at 12:30 p.m. 
 

 

 
 
   
 

Celebrating God in Nature 
(A weekend and/or day  

ALL CHURCH Picnic / Camping event) 
 

July 8-10, at  
West Branch State Park in Ravenna 

 

Come for:  

A Night hike under the stars  

Fishing 

Boating / Tubing (if enough interest) 

Picnic Games 

Movie under the stars 

Ice Cream Social 

S’mores around the camp fire 

Nature Hike 

Worship under the stars 

 
Where:   West Branch State Park  
                 (pet friendly area) (We have several sites 

together complete with electricity, private 
showers, modern bathroom facilities) 

 
When:  July 8-10, 2016 – Arrive anytime after 

3pm Friday through Noon on  
                  Sunday. Or, come for just the day on Satur-

day and still enjoy all the  
                  activities.  
 
 
Price:       $30.00 per tent/camper  
                 you provide the tent/camper 

(price based on 2 units per site) 
$10.00 for just the day on Satur-
day.  

   
                 Price includes camping, and all ac-

tivities, you bring your own meals. 
Cooking utensils for over the fire 
are available, and portable char-
coal grills may be shared. Outdoor 
propane stove is provided.   We 
have tents that can be borrowed, 
and air mattresses available on 
request. If enough interest, a boat 
may rented at an additional cost. 

   
 

Church Picnic 

Picnic (sponsored by UMW & UMM) on 

Saturday, June 25. 4 p.m. here at the church. 

Bring your own meat to grill and a side dish 

to share. A good event to invite neighbors to! 
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Tips on Reading the Bible Daily 

1. Start reading the Bible today -- there is no better time, and there's no reason to wait.  
2. Set aside a specific time each day. Set your schedule and then stick to it. Mornings are great, but feel free to use any 
time that works consistently for you.  
3. Read the Bible for the sake of learning, not simply to accomplish your next reading. Say a short prayer to God before 
you begin, asking the Holy Spirit to give you wisdom and understanding, then be refreshed by the words you read! 

The Daily Plan – Starting June 1, 2016 
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS  
 

Beth Marek    June 1  
Candice Rericha   June 1 
 Myrtle Daley    June 2 
 Allison Davila   June 2 
 Matilda Tallentire   June 5  
Bruce Borcziak   June 6  
Diane Price    June 6 
 Lauren Ruprecht   June 11 
 Julie Haslett    June 13 
 Ann Krepps    June 13 
 Samuel Ohler   June 13  
Denise Eplin    June 14  
Greg Powers    June 14 
 David Thompson   June 17  
Jessica Ohler    June 18  
Chad Walter    June 18  
Lindsie Gibbons   June 21  
James Gillahan   June 22  
Deborah Davila   June 24 
Jan Hasselbusch   June 24  
Joshua Ohler    June 25 
Margaret Klapproth   June 27  
Darlene Comella   June 29  
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 
Brandon & Candice Rericha June 8 
James & Nancy Gillahan       June 10 
Todd & Ginny Schneider        June 12  
Carl & Cindy Kuhn                June 14 
Chuck & Margie Walter         June 14  
James & Robin Szakacs          June 19 
Richard & Patricia Millard    June 19 
Mike & Denise Mutti             June 20  
John & Cynthia Kamkutis      June 21  
Alan & Ruth Kyler                 June 22  
Rod & Ruth Fleming              June 24 
Eric & Karen Pelley               June 26  

Obituary for Rev. Sarah 

Reverend Sarah N. Macdonald, age 64, resi-
dent of Shelby died Monday May 2, 2016 in 
Hospice House of Ashland. 

Born August 18, 1951 in Hamlet, North Caro-
lina to Walter Thomas and Sarah Elizabeth 
(MacPhail) Hatchell. Raised in Willimantic, 
Connecticut she had lived in the Northern 
Ohio area for many years moving to Shelby in 
2015. Sarah was a graduate of Baldwin Wal-
lace University and the United Theological 
Seminary in Dayton. She was a United Meth-
odistPastor for twenty five years serving in 
various churches. She was previously em-
ployed with the Lorain County Community 
College. 

She was a member of the Biblical Story Tell-
ers and a clergy member of the East Ohio 
Conference of the United Methodist Church. 

Sarah was a movie buff and enjoyed crafts and 
art work. She loved to travel and spontaneous 
road trips were her favorite. 

She was preceded in death by her parents. 

Survivors include her husband Reverend 
James S. Macdonald, whom she married  

August 9, 2011; two sons Matthew Cerreto, of 
Sullivan, OH, Nicholas Cerreto of Geneva On 
the Lake,OH; two grandchildren Elizabeth and 
Isaac Cerreto; five step-children and four step-
grandsons; one 
sister Frances 
Brown of Cross-
ville, Tennessee; 
nieces, nephews 
and other rela-
tives. 

In lieu of flowers 
memorial ex-
pressions may be 
made to Nehemi-
ah Mission, 6515 
Bridge Ave., 
Cleveland, Ohio, 
44102.  


