
THE GOOD NEWS 1 DECEMBER 

    P L E A S A N T  H I L L S  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

The Good News 
The mission of Pleasant Hills UMC is to offer Christ through meaningful worship, faith centered education, compassionate outreach, 

genuine hospitality, and to be His hands, feet, and heart in the southwest communities of Greater Cleveland and the world. 

Rev. Dr. Beverly Hall, Pastor                                                                                                  December, 2016  
Rev. Linda McCowen, Deacon                                                                     9:00 a.m. &  10:30 a.m.  Worship 

 
   The ABC’s of Christmas 

 
     Why do we celebrate ADVENT? And what does “Advent” mean anyway? If we get 
down to the basics of our faith, Advent marks the beginning of the church year. The 
word “advent” comes from the Latin word, “adventus” which means coming. For us, 
Advent begins on the fourth Sunday prior to Christmas Day, or the Sunday which falls 
closest to November 30, and lasts through Christmas Eve, or December 24. When 
Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday, like this year, it is the fourth Sunday of Advent, De-
cember 18. Advent is a time of preparing our hearts for Jesus’ coming. Celebrating Ad-
vent involves prayer, worship and a time of reflection. Here at Pleasant Hills, we do a 
lot in the Advent season. There are studies, of course, to help us grow in our under-
standing of our faith.                                                  

We light the Advent Wreath during worship, as we visualize the Light of Christ coming into our 
hearts. We do ChurchLights! Boy, do we do ChurchLights! What an exciting time to witness 
God’s love in action. This year we’ve added a few other activities. On Thursday, Dec. 8 from 1 
to 3, we are hosting the Senior Connection and offering them a special ChurchLights presenta-
tion. On Saturday, Dec. 10, the UMW is hosting a “cookie walk.” Later that afternoon, from 1 to 
4 p.m. the Education Team is hosting a “Parent’s Afternoon Out,” where we will take care of 
your children while you do “Christmas things” or maybe even take a nap. Sunday, Dec. 11 is our 
“Come Home for Christmas” event. There is still time to take a post card, send it to someone and 
invite them to this special time. Remember the lunch after the 10:30 service, followed by a short-
ened version of ChurchLights. On Saturday, Dec. 17, at 7 p.m., we are offering a “Blue Christ-
mas Service,” for anyone who may be hurting this Christmas. Don’t forget the Pre-Christmas 
Eve Service, Friday, Dec. 23 at 7 p.m. and our traditional Christmas Eve Service on Dec. 24 at 7 
p.m. Don’t forget we are OPEN on Christmas Day as well. There will NOT be a JOURNEY Ser-
vice that morning. Instead we are combining ALL the Sunday School classes to see a movie in 
the Sanctuary. The movie is, “Christmas with a Capital ‘C’!” There will be cookies and milk, hot 
chocolate and coffee. The movie will start promptly at 9 a.m. and continue through to the 10:30 
Service. That day, we also have Brookdale in the afternoon. Then Saturday, Dec. 31, we are 
holding a special worship service at 7 p.m. Then stay for games and a fun time together. Bring 
snacks to share as we ring in the New Year.  
January 1 (New Year’s Day) is also a Sunday, so join us for worship that morning.  
     There are plenty of opportunities to give too. Give your time at ChurchLights. Give mittens, 
gloves, hats, etc. on our Giving Tree. Take a star off the Nehemiah Gift Tree and buy a present 
for someone who would not have any Christmas presents this year. Give to our Food Pantries. 
Spend time with someone who is shut-in. Give your heart this Christmas!  
     So, what are the ABC’s of Christmas? All of this activity, all of this love, all of this is “All 
Because of Christ.” That’s the ABC’s of Christmas! Put all the words concerning Christmas to-
gether. We can’t have Christmas without CHRIST! So, Merry Christmas Everyone! God bless 
you on your Advent Adventures as we ready our hearts for Jesus! 
 
Rev. Bev Hall     
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 From the Margins  
 

What is your favorite Communion ser-
vice?  Maybe an odd question in this 
season of Advent, but I want to share 
about two of my favorite communion 
services.  The first is communion 
around the round tables.  The second 
just happened last week at the clergy 
retreat.  The African affirmation of faith 
during that service spoke to my 
heart.   As we prepare for Christmas, it 
is good to remember that “We believe 
in Jesus Christ, who came to encour-
age us and to heal us, to deliver us 
from oppressors, to proclaim the 
peace of God to all. I believe in God’s 
dream of a new heaven where genu-
ine peace will flourish because there is 
peace.”    
  
Blessing for 
God’s peace, 
Rev.  Linda  

 
 
 

Bringing Jesus Home  
During this time of Advent and Church Lights---
and getting ready for our own family Christmas, 
most of us are really, really busy.    But what are we 
doing in our family life to get ready for the birthday 
of Jesus?   Are you able to find a few minutes each 
week to gather as a family, read a few verses from 
the Bible and talk about a weekly theme? 

  
 Week one—November 27-December 3
 Isaiah 2:1-5   
 I wonder who the people are in our world  
             that need hope. I wonder how we can help  
             others know that God gives hope. 

  
        Week two---December 4- 10  
 Isaiah 11:1-10  
 I wonder who the people are in our world   
            that need to hear about God’s love.  
 I wonder how we show others the love of  
            God. 

  
            Week three—December 11-17  
 Luke 1:47-55 
 I wonder who in our world needs God’s   
             joy? I wonder what our hopes are for joy  
             in our world? I wonder how we can help   
             other know that God gives us joy. 

  
           Week four—December 18-24  
 Luke 2:1-20 
 I wonder who the people are in our world 
 who need God’s peace. 
 I wonder what our hopes are for peace in 
 our world today. 
 I wonder how we can help other people 
 know of God’s desire for  
 peace in our world.   

  
 Christmas Day    

 Matthew 2:1-12 
 I wonder who the people are in our world 
 who need to know of God’s promises.  
 I wonder how we can help people remember 
 God’s promises after Christmas Day. 
 Let’s all name one thing that we will do this 
 week to help us and others remember God’s 
 promises.     

 
Thanks to Discipleship Resources  MaryJane Pierce 
Norton  for the ideas!  
 http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/2016-
advent-home-worship   

Blue Christmas Service 
December 17 at 7:00 

 
This past year many of our church families 
have experienced the loss of a loved one. 
This  service acknowledges the fact that 
many do not view Christmas as joyful and 
merry. We encourage anyone who is grieving 
to attend this year’s Blue Christmas medita-
tive service of prayer on Saturday, December 
17 at 7 p.m. Come, with your sorrow and 
tears, and allow Christ’s healing presence to 
wrap you in His grace-
filled love.  Rev. Linda 
and Rev. Bev will  
co-lead this service. 
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EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY 
 
As the year ends, requests for funds of many nonprofit philanthropic organizations ar-
rive by mail or email. Hopefully as generous, faithful givers of Peasant Hills Church 
you will want to give a  little extra to your church in December and help other charita-
ble missions as well. Your October giving exceeded the budgeted amount by $2,414.20 
and was $900.37 more than was given last year. With the blessings of God we are go-
ing in the right direction as we try to overcome a  deficit budget. Thanks to Barbara 
Scott for her efforts as Stewardship Coordinator of our “Home is where the heart is” 
stewardship campaign. To date we have received 45 pledges totaling $100,472.00. 
There were 2 new pledges, 18 increased pledges, 5 decreased pledges, and 20 pledges 
remained the same. Last year we had 63 pledges so our total should increase as we hear 
from other giving units. It is always the right time to give back a portion of what God 
has given us. 
Your support of our candy sales is greatly appreciated. The delicious candy makes a 
great hostess gift, a gift for the mailman, or anyone else on your list. Order forms are 
available. 
As I meet and greet our church family selling or making candy, singing in the choir, at-
tending worship, or whatever, I feel so blessed to be a part of Pleasant Hills United 
Methodist Church. 
 
Mary Tuley, Extravagant Generosity Convener 

Living water for Adults    

(aka small groups) 
  
Even though many of us will be working to make Church Lights happen, we still need to 
nourish to ourselves spiritually and are continuing to have small groups through December!   
How will you fill your soul this Advent?    All are welcome at any group.    
 
Sunday    8am Covenant Group      Rev. Bev 
Sunday 9am Adult Sunday School class    Jan Bower 
Monday 7:30 Advent Study December 5 and 19    Jim Szakacs 

at the Szakacs home              
Tuesday 1pm Advent Study looking at the women in the   Rev. Linda  
              genealogy of Jesus    
    

Senior Connection Special Edition Of ChurchLights 
 

December 8th at 1:00-3:00 p.m. 
Free ChurchLights  performance 

Cookie & Hot Chocolate will be served 
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Services for  December 
Sunday, Dec. 4  
Communion by Intinction (both services) 
 9:00 and 10:30, Mark 13:31-37, "Watch!" 
 L.O.R.D. Bell Choir and Job's Daughter's at the 10:30 
service. 
 
Sunday, Dec. 11 
Come Home for Christmas!  
9:00 service led by Jim Szakacs 
10:30, Luke 2:15-19 "Heart and Head Knowledge"; 
Luncheon followed by ChurchLights. 
 
Sunday, Dec. 18 
9:00 and 10:30, John 1:1-14 
"Full of Grace and Truth."  
 
Sunday, Dec. 25  
NO JOURNEY SERVICE;  
All Sunday School Classes together in the sanctuary for 
the movie, "Christmas with a Capital 'C'" 
10:30 Service, Matthew 2:1-6,  
"Shepherd My People." (Hymn Sing).   
Brookdale at 2 p.m. 
 
Pre-Christmas Eve  
Friday,  Dec. 23 at 7 p.m.  
1 John 2:7-17, "Written on Our Hearts" 
 
Christmas Eve 
 Saturday, Dec. 24 at 7 p.m.   
Las Posadas Service, "No Room, Really?"  

Ready or not, the holidays are nearly upon us.  
 
To help keep the emphasis on giving instead of getting this time of year, mark your calendar for 
UMC #GivingTuesday Nov. 29.  
 
Last year, you were one of nearly 6,000 donors from 27 countries who donated $2.8 million through 
The Advance to support mission and ministries around the world. Thank you for your faithful giving!  
 
In an effort to change even more lives this year, we've 
created a host of UMC #GivingTuesday resources to 
help you get involved and spread the message of gen-
erosity. You will find the answers to frequently asked 
questions, tips for using social media, and creative 
ways to foster the giving spirit.  

   Come Home for Christmas 
 
 Sunday, Dec. 11. Come for worship and stay 
for fellowship and witness! A few things 
worth clarifying. The luncheon after the 
10:30 a.m. service is for everyone. We ask 
our regular attenders to make a desert to 
share. The "butler" will be out if you'd like to 
contribute something to the cost of the meal. 
The meal will be soup, salad, sandwiches and 
desserts. Of course there will also be beverag-
es. There will be items for specialty diets 
(gluten free, etc.) as well. As you take a post-
card (or two or more) and think of folks you 
would love to invite, remember, you are host-
ing this event. As gracious hosts, let us be as 
generous as possible 
with our invitation 
to stay for this fel-
lowship time and the 
shortened version of 
"ChurchLights"  
afterwards.  
 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 
 

Saturday, Dec. 31, we are holding a special 
worship service at 7 p.m. Then stay for games 
and a fun time together. Bring snacks to share 
as we ring in the New Year.  

http://click.esp.umcom.org/?qs=fadd09dd9e160869273d408a974b182c9ca1a5e79e545931483a3a197f1c1e3e1c64da0e817731ea
http://click.esp.umcom.org/?qs=fadd09dd9e160869a4756cdf071f5bb97927bf816e8a5c52609212e1987a52a0adaa7ed7893c1ddd
http://click.esp.umcom.org/?qs=fadd09dd9e160869273d408a974b182c9ca1a5e79e545931483a3a197f1c1e3e1c64da0e817731ea
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Tips on Reading the Bible Daily 

1. Start reading the Bible today -- there is no better time, and there's no reason to wait.  
2. Set aside a specific time each day. Set your schedule and then stick to it. Mornings are great, but feel free to use any 
time that works consistently for you.  
3. Read the Bible for the sake of learning, not simply to accomplish your next reading. Say a short prayer to God before 
you begin, asking the Holy Spirit to give you wisdom and understanding, then be refreshed by the words you read! 

The Daily Plan – Starting December 1, 2016 
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DECEMBER 
BIRTHDAY’S 

 
     Schroeck, Sheri  December   1 
     Schneider, Todd  December   2 
     Gileot, Bill             December   3 
     Snyder, Rick                  December   3 
     Scott, Barb  December   4 
     Frollo, Stephen              December   6 
     Antonelli, Melissa           December   6 
     Kamkutis, Christina        December  12 
     Anderson, Mark             December  14 
     Eplin, Gary                  December  15 
     Chase, Nancy                December  16 
     Srail, Tom                    December  17 
     Curtis, Jean                  December  19 
     Arnold, Rob  December  20 
     Humphrey, Virginia December  20 
     Kyler, Alan                   December  20 
     Gileot, Carol                 December  23 
     Simmons, Mike            December  23 
     Hearst, Janice                December  26 
     Borcziak, Lisa                December  29      
     Pelley, Eric                  December  30 
     Kyler, Ruth                   December  31 
     Majewski, Vanessa December  31 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
                            
   Robert & Carole Snoddy December 21 
 
       

LUNCH BUNCH 
December 7th at 12:30 p.m. 

Carrie Cerino’s 
8922 RIDGE ROAD, NORTH ROYALTON  

 

COOKIE SALE 
 

Here is your opportunity to purchase some early 
Christmas cookies.  The United Methodist Women will 
be sponsoring a COOKIE SALE on Saturday, Decem-
ber 10.  What in the world is a COOKIE SALE?  
These tempting items will be spread out in the Fellow-
ship Hall where you can stroll through and choose the 
cookies that will be sold by the pound.  We urge all the 
women of the church (and men who like to bake) to 
furnish a double batch of your favorite Christmas 
cookie.   (A double batch is approximately 8 to 10 doz-
en.)  Only home-made cookies will be accepted.  Tell 
your friends and neighbors and put the dates on your 
calendar before you forget!  The more people who 
bake for us, the more successful the event 
will be.   

A night of faith and fun for the whole family 

Animated Christmas  
Light Display 

 

Music, Videos, and Live Performances 

FREE ADMISSION 
 

Sundays after Thanksgiving 
Nov 27th - Opening Night | Dec 4th - Visit with Santa 

Dec 11th - Cookie Decorating | Dec 18th - People’s Choice 

Doors Open 5:30pm | Light Display 6pm - 8pm 
 

Indoor and outdoor* animated light displays,  

face painting, crafts, puppets, snack bar, and hot wassail 
 

Support our local food pantries 
Non-perishable food donations are greatly appreciated and will be 

distributed to local food pantries supported by Pleasant Hills UMC 
 

13200 East Bagley Road, Middleburg Heights 

www.pleasanthills.org/churchlights | (440) 845-1244 
A ministry of Pleasant Hills United Methodist Church 

 

*Outdoor light display is on every night from Thanksgiving through New Year’s Day 


