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    P L E A S A N T  H I L L S  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

The Good News 
The mission of Pleasant Hills UMC is to offer Christ through meaningful worship, faith centered education, compassionate outreach, 

genuine hospitality, and to be His hands, feet, and heart in the southwest communities of Greater Cleveland and the world. 

Rev. Dr. Beverly Hall, Pastor                                                                                                        August, 2016  
Rev. Linda McCowen, Deacon                                                                     9:00 a.m. &  10:30 a.m.  Worship 

 
 With all the construction around us and our theme for Vacation Bible School, “Christians Under 
Construction,” is it any wonder that we are very aware of all the work that goes into construction 
and perhaps a little weary at what God is doing in our lives as God forms us into His own peo-
ple? And with the RNC at our doorstep, we need to ask ourselves some hard questions about how 
God is forming us into the people He wants us to be. A friend sent me the following concerning 
our “Construction” theme and a timely question in view of the RNC in Cleveland. It’s titled, 
“Which One Are You?” 
                                       The winner is always part of the answer,  
                                       The loser is always part of the problem. 
                                        The winner says, “Let me do it for you,”    
                                         The loser says, “That’s not my job.” 
                                  The winner sees an answer for every problem, 

The loser sees a problem in every answer. 
The winner sees a green near every sand trap. 

The loser sees two or three sand traps near every green. 
The winner says, “It may be difficult, but it’s possible.” 

The loser says, “It may be possible, but it’s too difficult!” 
You can’t “win them all,” but you can choose to be a winner rather than a loser. 

A winner accepts defeat, gets up, and goes on. 
The difference is attitude. 

And we’re not stuck with our attitudes. 
We learned them; we can “unlearn” them. 

It may be difficult, but it’s possible. 
God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change; 

Courage to change the things I can; 
And wisdom to know the difference. 

 
     So are you a winner or a loser, according to the above poem? I know what Jesus wants us to be! 
Have you prayed about your difficulties? Have you spent as much time praying as you have complaining? 
I recently saw “The War Room,” a Christian movie about prayer. As Christians, we must have a purpose, 
a plan, and a specific time for prayer. Do we have a prayer strategy? Or do we just “take life as it comes, 
and when it gets overwhelming, come to God in prayer?” In the movie, the main character, Elizabeth, is 
going through a lot personally, professionally, and spiritually. She then meets Miss Clara, an elderly wom-
an full of spunk and vinegar, whose main “weapon” is prayer. Miss Clara leads a full life of prayer and her 
grace-filled life influences all her meet her. She is a true winner. She tells us how and why we need a pur-
pose to our prayers, gives us a plan to carry out those prayers and suggests a specific time and place to 
pray.  What a difference that kind of “can do” attitude can make! It made a real difference in Elizabeth’s 
life and family. Are you defeated? Or are you winning? I PRAY that you will win with Jesus and adopt a 
“can do” positive attitude that will help heal our broken world. Are we “all in” for Jesus as well as for the 
Cavs?  
 
In Christ’s Joy, 
 
Rev. Bev  
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 W-I-N 
 

Worship 
Invite 

Nurture 

VBS—Christians under  
Construction! 

Dates--August 1-5 - 9:30-11:30 am 
Ages--Children ages 4 thru children  

entering 5th grade  
 

Place--Middleburg Hts Playground/
Pavilion located behind the library. 
 
Registration is ongoing. 
 
VBS can't take 
place without 
Children and 
youth/adult help-
ers!----please let 
us know if you'd 
like to help us!   

From the Margins  

  
Wow, what a month it has been and it con-
tinues.    Rev.  Bev and I planned to hold a 
prayer service for the persons who have 
been affected by the flooding in WV and 
TX, the persons who were killed at that bar 
in Orlando, persons who were affected by 
the fires in CA. We’re going to have that 
service on Saturday, July 23rd at 7pm.     
And then last week happened, shootings in 
three cities killing 2 persons at traffic stops 
and 5 police officers during an otherwise 
peaceful demonstration. We need prayer 
more than ever, but more than prayer, we 
need action. All of us, including me, need to 
recognize our own sin.  All of us, including 
me, need to repent of our sin.   And all of 
us, including me, need to ask ourselves 
some tough questions about how we con-
tribute to the racial divide in our country.   
And then, with the help of God, we need to 
change.     
 
Our VBS theme this year is Christians  
under Construction and the children are  
going to be singing Lord, I want to be like 
Jesus in my heart. That’s a good song for all 
of us to learn, isn’t it?  Even better--- Lord, 
I want to act like Jesus in my life.  May it be 
so. Amen.     
 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Rev.  Linda  

Blessing of the Backpacks    

August 21st 
 
Parents and children, you don’t want to miss 
church on Sunday, August 21st.     That may 
seem like summer to most of us, but for most 
of our children, (except for 

Strongsville Schools) it is the 
time when school starts. Please 
remember to bring the back-
packs to church that Sunday so 
that they may be blessed by 
Rev. Bev.    

Peace Pole 
Thank You Jackie and Pat Couch For 
the “Renewed”  Peace Pole! Take a 
look at it as you enter the church. It 
has literally been brought back to 
life! brought back to life!  
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NEW BISHOP APPOINTMENT 
 

Bishop Tracy S. Malone has been appointed the resident bishop of the East Ohio Conference of The United Methodist 
Church.  She was serving as the District Superintendent of the Chicago Southern Region of Northern Illinois and was 
Dean of the Cabinet when she was elected to the Episcopacy on July 13.   
  
Prior to her appointment as superintendent, she served as the senior pastor of Gary United Methodist Church in Wheaton, 
Illinois, where she was the first woman and first African American to lead the predominantly white, 1,000-member  
congregation.  
  
She is the daughter of the late Rev. Willie and the late April Smith. She was born in Ann Arbor, Michigan and raised in 
Chicago, Illinois. She matriculated through the Chicago Public School system and graduated from Lindblom Technical 
High School in 1986. 
  
Bishop Malone continued her education at North Central College in Naperville, Illinois and graduated in June of 1990 
with a B.A. in Religious Studies and Sociology and a minor in Computer Science. While in college she was the  
recipient of the Outstanding Major in Religious Studies award and received the following honors: George M. Pullman 
Scholar, Clarence Stein Ministerial Scholar, United Methodist Bicentennial Scholar. 
  
Bishop Malone received her call to ministry at the early age of 13. She attended Garrett-Evangelical Theological  
Seminary (GETS) and graduated in May of 1993 with a Masters of Divinity. While at Garrett-Evangelical, Bishop 
Malone was selected as a Crusade Scholar, Maceo D. Pembroke Scholar and a Bishop Edsel A. Ammons Scholar. 
  
She earned her Doctorate of Ministry from United Theological Seminary in Dayton Ohio in December, 2001.  Her disser-
tation was entitled Evangelism: Reestablishing a Historical Understanding of Mission and Developing a Ministry that 
Partners Witness and Social Action. 
  
Bishop Malone has pastored several churches in the Northern Illinois Conference.  She was senior pastor of Wesley 
UMC in Aurora (2001-2007), pastor of Southlawn UMC in Chicago (1996-2001), associate pastor of First UMC in Lom-
bard (1993-1996), and assistant pastor of St. Mark UMC (1991-1993). In addition to serving other United  
Methodist churches since 1989, she has been an adjunct professor at Aurora University and at Northern Baptist  
Seminary in Lombard, published articles, blogs and book reviews, and written chapters for several books. 
   
She currently serves as a member of the Board of Directors for the General Commission on Religion and Race, as a mem-
ber of the Board of Trustees at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary (GETS), and as chairperson of the Board of 
Visitors for the Center for the Church and the Black Experience at GETS.  
 
Her past leadership includes: Board of Directors for General Board of Church and Society, where she was chairperson of 
the Peace with Justice/United Nations and International Affairs Committee; member of the NIC Episcopal Committee; 
member of NIC Board of Ordained Ministry, on which she was chairperson of Conference Relations; president of Chica-
go Black Methodists for Church Renewal; chairperson of Order of Elders; member of Community Renewal  
Society, and more. 
  
Bishop Malone is married to Derrick Malone and they have two daughters, Alexis and Ashley. 

Community Out Reach Opportunity 
Pleasant Hills has an opportunity to join with other area churches to assist at the Pay it Forward Café which serves 
an every-Saturday meal from 12:00-2:00 pm.  This program was started in 2008 by the former "Church in the 
Woods" due to the downturn in the economy and has been continued in conjunction with Community Ambassa-
dors since 2011 when Church in the Woods had to close its doors. Community Ambassadors partner with local 
businesses and organizations (including churches) in order to provide a healthy meal each Saturday.  In addition to 
the meal, they also provide family-fun activities for the children, as well as education and resources to all adults 
that attend. Their goal is not merely to feed those that come, but also to enrich their lives. The lunch is currently 
being held at Han Madang Korean United Methodist Church on Pleasant Valley at Ridge.  Community Ambassa-
dors sent an invitation to Rev. Bev asking for our church's assistance with either volunteers, donations or both.  If 
you are interested in this new exciting opportunity, a meeting will be scheduled in early August to discuss our po-
tential involvement.  Please see Paula Gustin or Sally Holt if you are interested. 
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Bringing Jesus Home 

 
How do we bring Jesus home? Make prayer a 
part of your daily life. Pray in the morning, at 
meals and at night. Make prayer a part of your 
good-bye ritual.  As  your children leave for 
school, make it a practice to bless your children--
-God be with you, or Be blessed or Go with God 
and be a blessing to others or Jesus loves you 
and so do I.         
 
When you’re stressed---take a few minutes and 
practice a breath prayer.  Your children in Story-
Tellers know about breath prayers---they can 
teach you.    Inhale----Jesus loves me.    Exhale--
- I love Jesus. Inhale----- God’s peace      Exhale-
---the toxins that prohibit you from feeling God’s 
peace,  Inhale---God’s grace Exhale   God’s love.    
 
Each day ask yourself and your family where you 
have seen God today. What are the times you 
say Yay God! Who are you praying for today? I 
wonder how you showed God’s love to others 
today? 
 
God bless you! 
Rev.  Linda  
 

Prayer shawl ministry 
 
The women in our prayer shawl ministry  
continue to be busy knitting and crocheting 
prayer shawls, preemie blankets and prayer 
cloths!  All of these items, created with prayer, 
have been a blessing to persons who are ill.  
We also give them to persons (babies and 
adults) who have been baptized and to couples 
as a part of their wedding.   

 
If you’ve ever thought about creating a prayer 
shawl (many hrs of work) , preemie blankets 
( hrs of work), or a prayer cloth ( one hr of 
work), consider coming to a prayer shawl 
meeting on Monday evening, August 1st at 
7pm. We will be meeting in the craft room that 
evening. We’ll knit and/or crochet, pray and 
organize our space.     

 
Please ask Rev. Linda if you have any  
questions.    

Christmas Mission to Haiti 
Are you thinking about Christmas already? We 
are! We are supporting a Mission to Haiti that 
brings Christmas gifts to boys and girls who oth-
erwise would not receive any presents for the 
holidays. The missionaries are friends of Rev. 
Bev, Clyde and Marian Bowman, and we have 
colorful “bags” with instructions in each bag on 
what to buy and how to fill this gift bag. Things 
we take for granted, like pencils and pens, chew-
ing gum, and toothbrushes, are some of the items 
that make up these gift bags. If you purchase 
wisely at typical “dollar stores” you can provide 
a great Christmas for one child or teen/young 
adult for $15! The bags are in the Narthex. Take 
one (or more). Purchase the items and bring $3 
for each bag for handling/shipping. Bring in your 
bag by Sept. 11 so we can get the completed 
bags to the Bowmans by Sept. 18. The “Happy 
Birthday Jesus Parties” begin Dec. 1 in order to 
distribute all the gifts. Please pray for this excit-
ing ministry opportunity! And take a bag!      

 

Noisy Can Offering 
On Sunday, Aug. 28, we will take 
up a noisy can offering for the Dr. 
Maggie Jackson Africa University 
Scholarship. Dr. Jackson is a well
-known lay woman in the East 
Ohio Conference who is passion-
ate about Africa University. Dr. 
Jackson is retiring and the Con-
ference wants to thank her by en-
dowing a scholarship 
in her name. Thank 
you for anything you 
can give to honor Dr. 
Jackson in this mean-
ingful way. 
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August 11th at 12:30 p.m. 
 

1210 Winesburg St,  
Wilmot, OH 44689 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

Our Services in August 
 
Aug. 7  
Communion by intinction; VBS Report.  
  9:00 a.m: Romans 10:8-13  
10:30 a.m.: Joel 2:28-32, “The Day of the Lord” 
 
Aug. 14  
  9:00 a.m.: Hebrews 12:2-3 
10:30 a.m.: Amos 7:7-8, “A Perfect Line” 
 
Aug. 21—Back Pack Blessing  
  9:00 a.m.: Hebrews 12:22-24 
10:30 a.m.: Obadiah 2-4, “On Eagle’s Wings”   
 
 
Aug. 28  
 9:00 a.m. Jan Bower, preaching;  
10:30 a.m.: Jonah 4:1-4, “A Right to be Angry” 
  2:00 p.m. Brookdale  
 
Rev. Bev leaves for Houston, Texas on Sunday, Aug. 28. She 
will be attending the Clergy Women’s Gathering and the 
Global Methodist Conference. Please keep Rev. Bev in your 
prayers as she travels. 
 
She will lead worship on Sept. 4. Please mark your calendars 
for Sunday, Sept. 11. We are having a special guest that 
morning for our worship services. Plus, it’s RALLY DAY!  

Dear Pleasant Hills Church Family, 
 
Thank you for once again supporting me financial-
ly and emotionally in my college experience. I tru-
ly appreciate the amazing support I have received 
from you these 6 years and I look forward to re-
turning home after this year to be with you all 
again. 
 
Kristie Haslett 

Dear Church Family~ 
 
Thank you to my church family for recog-
nizing a milestone in my ministry.   The 
people at Pleasant Hills have been a special 
part of my journey, nurtured my call and 
rejoiced with me when I finally accepted my 
call on that Sunday in April of 2005.   The 
cake was delicious, it was a joy to celebrate 
at a reception and I love the painting which 
reminds me of the reason that I accepted 
the call to become a deacon in the United 
Methodist Church.   The intersection of the 
church and the world and the call of word, 
service, compassion and justice are where 
God continues to call me to serve.        
 
Rev.  Linda   
 

Dear Pleasant Hills: 
 
Thank you so much to our Pleasant Hills family 
for your care, prayers and support during 
Mom’s final illness.     
 
Thank you for all of the ways in which you sur-
rounded us with love and care during the week 
of Mom’s visitation and service.   The lunch 
was amazing! Thank you to all of you who pre-
pared food and worked in the kitchen to make 
it happen.    
 
Thank you to Laura for all of the things you do 
during these times, to David for the gorgeous 
music, to Dan for giving us sound and visuals, 
and most especially to Rev. Bev for your love 
and support.    Mom’s church family was very 
important to her, and remains so for us.    
 
We love you all.     
Thank you!   Linda and Cindy McCowen 
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Tips on Reading the Bible Daily 

1. Start reading the Bible today -- there is no better time, and there's no reason to wait.  
2. Set aside a specific time each day. Set your schedule and then stick to it. Mornings are great, but feel free to use any 
time that works consistently for you.  
3. Read the Bible for the sake of learning, not simply to accomplish your next reading. Say a short prayer to God before 
you begin, asking the Holy Spirit to give you wisdom and understanding, then be refreshed by the words you read! 

The Daily Plan – Starting August 1, 2016 
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AUGUST  
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
 
    Robert & Julie Haslett      August   4        
    Gene & Joy Weakland      August   8 
    Nolan & Vanessa Majewski August   8 
    Lowell & Sharon Lutz         August 24  
    Jerry & Rev. Bev Hall  August 27  
 
 
 

 
BIRTHDAY’S     

    
     Weakland, Gene                August    1 
     Forrest, Phyllis               August    2 
     Anderson, Tonya              August    6 
     Foster, LaVerne                August    6 
     Poe, Margaret                  August    9 
     McCowen, Cindy          August  11 
     Pegler, Frank                  August  14 
     Pegler, Louise                 August  14 
     Snoddy, Carole                 August  14 
     George, Clifford               August  15 
     Hasselbusch, Samantha August  16 
     Burrows, Nathan  August  17 
     Hall, Jerry   August  18 
     Gillahan, Nancy                August  19 
     Szakacs, James                 August  19 
     Torowski, Jeff       August  19  
     Riccardi, Elliot   August  20      
     Cole, Dan                      August  23 
     Kuhn, Ian   August  24 
     Myers, Robert                  August  24 
     Clarke, Audrey                 August  29 
      
 
 
 

 

FREE  SHRED EVENT 

& 

CAR WASH & BAKE 
SALE 

1:00-4:00 on JULY 30TH   

AT RIDGEWOOD UMC 
6330 Ridge Rd, Parma  

In partnership with  
North Royalton UMC 

Pleasant Hills 
UMC &  

Ridgewood 
UMC 

Support Group 
 
Are you worried about your children 
or grandchildren? Are they difficult to 
deal with? Do they have drug or  
alcohol problems? Are they in trouble 
financially? Are they depressed, in 
abusive relationships, facing jail time, 
out of a job, unable to move on with 
their lives due to trauma? Whatever 
reason, if your children or grandchil-
dren are causing your heart to break, 
come to the church office on Sunday, 
July 31 at 4 p.m. for the first support 
group meeting. We will talk, listen, 
and pray together. We are here to  
support one another – no matter what. 
Everything said will be held in  
strictest confidence. Any questions? 
Call Rev. Bev at 440-845-1244. 


