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    P L E A S A N T  H I L L S  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

The Good News 
The mission of Pleasant Hills UMC is to offer Christ through meaningful worship, faith centered education, compassionate outreach, 

genuine hospitality, and to be His hands, feet, and heart in the southwest communities of Greater Cleveland and the world. 

Rev. Dr. Beverly Hall, Pastor                                                                                                          April, 2016  
Rev. Linda McCowen, Deacon                                                                     9:00 a.m. &  10:30 a.m.  Worship 

 
Be ACTIVE in APRIL 

 
    Hard to believe it’s April already! April brings spring rains, tax filings, and warmer weather! How can we, as 
a Church, be ACTIVE in April? Here’s 3 ways: 1.) Invite others to worship. Don’t just ask them to come – plan 
on picking them up or meeting them for breakfast! Make them feel welcome! 2.)  Help us impact our community 
by canvasing the neighborhood and asking two simple questions.  Jan Bower and Rev. Bev will be canvasing our 
neighborhood again, meeting our neighbors and getting to know their needs. You can help! If you don’t want to 
go somewhere else, do your own street! Find out more about your own neighbors and how we, as a church, can 
help them. 3.) Be active in prayer. I know, prayer again? But prayer really works! Without prayer, this congrega-
tion would not exist. Take our prayer list, put it where you see it throughout your day, and pray for those on it. 
Or pray for the countries listed in the e-news each Friday. Or pray for your own personal friends and family con-
cerns. Just pray. No matter who you are, you can pray!  So, recapping: Three ways to be active in April: 
1. Invite others to worship. 
2. Canvas the neighborhood or your own street  
3. Pray. 

 I recently met a neighbor who attends a much larger church in Middleburg Heights. She asked me where I pas-
tored and when I told her “Pleasant Hills U.M.C.” She said she had never heard of it before. She attends a church 
right around the corner and lives near our church but NEVER knew we were here. That’s sad! That’s not what 
we need to hear from our immediate neighbors. We need to make our presence known. We need to be a church 
that everyone knows where we are located. We need to be more visible, more purposeful, more ACTIVE in our 
community. We need to be well known – at least in Middleburg Heights! Remember the church isn’t just our 
building! The church is you and I as Christians today. Do your neighbors know where you attend church? Do 
they even know you go to church? Do they know you are a Christian? Pleasant Hills should be known by the 
fruits of our labors! WE have to tell others about our faith and invite others to be a part of all that is happening at 
Pleasant Hills. 
      
I am writing this right after Ken Fields’ funeral service. I’m humbled by the fact that Pleasant Hills would never 
have existed had it not been for folks like Mr. and Mrs. Fields, who were ACTIVE in sharing the faith with oth-
ers. We can no longer sit on the side lines, watching and wishing we could play in the game! We cannot just “be 
fans” of Jesus any more (My thanks to Kyle Idleman who wrote the book, Not a Fan); we must be followers of 
Jesus!  So what does it take to follow Jesus? Get into the game! Live an active Christian life to its fullest! Stop 
waiting for it to be more convenient, or a better time, or easier, or when you retire or have more money. . . (you 
fill in the excuses).  It doesn’t take long to know who prays, who is active in serving Christ, and who tries to do 
what the Lord asks of them. Trust in God and be active in sharing God’s love. At Ken’s funeral I closed with a 
few verses from Jeremiah, chapter 17:7-8: “Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. 
They shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear when heat comes, 
and its leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease to bear fruit.” Mr. 
and Mrs. Fields bore fruit. They trusted in the Lord. They weren’t anxious in anything. They simply shared Jesus 
with others. What about you? Have you born fruit? Have you shared your faith lately? Have you told someone 
else how Jesus transformed your life? Will you be ACTIVE in April?  
 
In Christ’s ACTIVE Love, 
Rev. Bev 
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From the Margins 
As I write this, we just had a funeral for 
Ken Fields followed by a time to remem-
ber stories at the funeral luncheon.    Did 
you know that there were at least 13 folks 
working in the kitchen?  And that doesn’t 
count the folks who worked over the 
weekend making salads and desserts and 
shopping for food, or the folks who set up 
the tables, bought the flowers, prepared the 
crosses for the tables or took the tables 
down and swept the floor.   That was a lot 
of people and a lot of hours!   We give a 
huge thank you to everyone who worked.     
This week is a time to remember stories of 
Jesus, especially the time between Palm 
Sunday and his death and resurrection.    
We will be remembering Maundy Thurs-
day when Jesus served bread and wine to 
his disciples and asked them to remember 
him through this meal.     Maundy Thurs-
day is also the day in which we remember 
Jesus washing the feet of his disciples.    
We remember how he did it out of love 
and not because he had to wash feet.    
How many times have we served because 
we felt like we had to rather than out of 
love?   How many funeral lunches, how 
many dinners have we attended and not 
thought of the hours that go into the prepa-
ration?  Remember the people that serve us 
in our daily walk.  The people behind the 
counters at the gas station, the grocery 
store, the doctor’s office and the restau-
rants are just some of the people who work 
very hard to serve us each and every day.   
Most of all remember that we follow a 
Lord who serves and asks us to love others 
as he loves us. How do we serve others in 
our daily walks? 
 
Easter blessings,   
Rev.  Linda  

Bringing Jesus Home 

 
We’re entering another wonderful time in 
the church year!     Easter Sunday and all 
of the events of Holy Week will be over 
about the time you receive this newsletter.    
But now is the time when we really get to 

celebrate Easter and the living Christ!  We 
plan to continue celebrating Easter in  
StoryTellers until the Sunday of Pentecost, 
May 15th.   

 
But that’s at church, how do we celebrate 
Easter in our daily walk?   How do we cel-
ebrate Easter at home?  How do we bring 
Jesus home from church to our homes? 

 
Pray!     Make it a practice to say grace be-
fore each meal.     Show your children by 
example that that’s what we do as a family.    
Say grace when you go out to eat.  If your 
dinner is from a drive thru, someone in the 
car can say grace as you drive.  As your 
family leaves in the morning for school or 
work and you say your good-byes and I 
love you’s,  add  God Bless You! 

 
Participate in the church’s Reading through 
the Bible plan.   You’ll read parts of the Bi-
ble that you may not have ever read before!    
If reading three scriptures each day is too 
daunting, try reading one scripture from the 
Bible Journaling page found on the wel-
come table.    

 
Each day ask yourself and your family 
where you have seen God today. What are 
the times you say Yay God! Who are you 
praying for today? I wonder how you 
showed God’s love to others today? 
 
God bless you! 
Rev.  Linda  
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EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY 
In February 2016 our offering receipts totaled $28, 867.01, but our averaged expend-
itures were $30,365.31 for two months. Consequently our General Fund has a deficit 
balance of $1,870.86. 
 
We only paid 52% of our Apportionments or our deficit would have been greater. 
Hopefully we can all climb the ladder toward tithing. Please review the enclosed Ex-
travagant Generosity giving chart. May God guide us our  
decisions. 
 
Thank you so very much for your participation in the Dining to Donate opportunity 
at Baker’s Square. It was great to see so many of you there. The earnings are not yet 
available. A special thanks to everyone for the support of the Easter Candy Sale. 
When we get all of the orders delivered, we will let you know the profit. My heart-
felt thanks to Bea Gorsuch, Sally Holt, Laura Fiffick, and Rev Bev for giving of their 
time and talents. 
 
Just a reminder that the deadline for applications for funds from the Endowment 
Fund earnings is May 1. Applications are available in the office. 
 
Mary Tuley, Convener 
The Extravagant Generosity Ministry 

HUNGER WALK 
May, 14th 

Risk-Taking Mission and Service News  
(Previously known as Compassionate Outreach):   

 
SEMI-ANNUAL HUNGER WALK BEING PLANNED:  (Guess how many Hunger Walks 
we have done???) Our ministry is planning many events for the coming spring and 
summer season.  However, first on the agenda is the Hunger Walk to benefit Parma 
Heights Food Pantry. Please SAVE THE DATE of Saturday, May 14 from 9:00-
12:00.  Ann George and her volunteers will again serve breakfast to all before the 
walk commences.  Once again, we will be working in conjunc-
tion with one or two other Parma Heights churches.   
Details about the walk are being planned.  As soon as we work 
out a few details, I will let you all know.  Sally and I need your 
help with the Hunger Walk planning.  Please contact one of us 
if you can help.  Paula 440.781.6001; Sally 440.845.4327. 
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TWICE BLESSED FREE STORE  
 

Pleasant Hills has committed to volun-
teering at the Twice Blessed Free Store 
located in the Nehemiah Mission on West 
65th and Bridge Avenue.  This is a year-
long commitment and it would be great to 
have a few more people go with Sally and 
me on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each 
month to sort, as well as the 3rd Saturday 
(when we help at the store while clients 
choose their items).  This is truly a re-
warding experience.  New to the Free 
Store is a short church service and holy 
communion with the clients.  You will 
have tears in your eyes when you partici-
pate!  Our next Monday will be March 
28.  Please join us and meet in our park-
ing lot by 9:30 a.m. for carpooling there 
and back. 
 
Also, thank you for all of your generous 
donations to the Free Store Donations 
Room!! They are much appreciat-
ed.  Please remember though that when 
it is spring (now), they can no longer ac-
cept winter items (heavy sweaters, winter 
jackets, boots, mittens, etc.).  If you  
donate those items, I have to take them to 
Goodwill and cannot take them to the 
Free Store because there is no room for 
storage.  If you truly want to donate winter 
items (which we will need next fall) 
PLEASE store them at your house until 
then.  Thank you!   
 
ONE MORE THING:  The Risk-Taking 
Mission and Service Ministry works on 
many important mission projects each 
year to make a positive difference in the 
lives of others for the purposes of Christ, 
whether or not they will ever be a part of 
the community of faith. We all have busy 
lives but as Christians and Methodists, we 
commit to devote some of our time to help 
others in need.  If you are called to do 
this, please contact Paula or Sally.  Thank 
you.  
 

GAME NIGHT! 

  

Saturday, April 16 beginning at 6 p.m. 

Bring a snack to share and your  

favorite board game and enjoy  

playing games!  

 

All ages welcome. Bring cards too 

and play some card games.  It’s your 

choice.  

 

It’s all about the FUN  

and FELLOWSHIP.  

 

Invite your friends, family,  

co-workers, and neighbors.   

Invite EVERYONE  

for this night of wholesome,  

family fun.  

 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
 

SPRC will meet Monday, April 4 at 7:15 
in the Church office.  
 
The Education Committee will meet on 
Tuesday, April 12 at 7:15 in the Church 
office.  Everyone involved in any  
educational ministry of Pleasant Hills is 
welcomed to attend this meeting as we 
evaluate and plan our summer  
opportunities – like camps and VBS and 
Storyteller’s Inc.   
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Services in April 
 
April 3 
Communion at both services 
Journey – Galatians 3:23-29  
10:30 a.m. – 2 Kings 23:1-3 
 
April 10 
Rev Linda will preach for both  
services. 
 
April 17 
Journey – Matthew 25:31-40  
10:30 a.m. – I Chronicles 11:1-3 
 
April 24 
Journey - Matthew 7:1-5 
10:30 a.m. – II Chronicles 19:4-7  
Brookdale at 2 p.m. 
 
 

   
Holy Saturday 

March 26 – This day begins with a community-wide  
Eggstravaganza for children ages 2 to 12, promptly at 2 
p.m. We will register the children and have them join us 
in the fellowship hall for pictures with the Easter Bunny, 
coloring real Easter Eggs, games, and crafts. Then we will 
bring everyone into the sanctuary for the real story of 
Easter. Then we will allow different age groups to hunt 
for the eggs (with adult supervision). Rain or shine! So, 
tell your children and grandchildren, bring friends and 
allow us to reach out to our community in this fun way. 
 
That evening, at 7 p.m., Rev. Linda McCowen will lead us 
in a meditative service in the Sanctuary. Holy Saturday is 
a time of waiting, waiting between the agony of Good 
Friday and the joy of Easter morning. We will gather  
together to meditate on scripture, to pray in silence and to 
pray as a community. 
  

Easter Sunday 
March 27 - Our Easter Breakfast Pot Luck will be held at 
9 a.m. Active participants from Pleasant Hills should 
bring a favorite breakfast item to share. Guests are wel-
come! Remember our early service, Journey is also at 9 
a.m. Our traditional service of worship at is 10:30 a.m. 
with our Chancel Choir and L.O.R.D. Bell Choir partici-
pating. 
 
Our Radical Hospitality Team will be conducting a ser-
vice at Brookdale (a care facility in our neighborhood)  
at 2 p.m. Contact Cindy McCowen at  
hospitality@pleasanthills.org for more information. 

Saturday, May 7  

is ZOO DAY  

for our UMW group 

 

More details will follow but 

MARK your calendars NOW! 
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Tips on Reading the Bible Daily 

1. Start reading the Bible today -- there is no better time, and there's no reason to wait.  
2. Set aside a specific time each day. Set your schedule and then stick to it. Mornings are great, but feel free to use any 
time that works consistently for you.  
3. Read the Bible for the sake of learning, not simply to accomplish your next reading. Say a short prayer to God before 
you begin, asking the Holy Spirit to give you wisdom and understanding, then be refreshed by the words you read! 

The Daily Plan – Starting April 1, 2016 
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                 APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
      
     Ettinger, Kyle                 April  4 
     Schroeck, Connor  April  6 
     Gibbons, Melanie           April  8 
     Tallentire, Sandra           April  9 
     Corralejo, Becky  April 10 
     Dusseau, Jenny              April  11 
     Ohler, Claudia                 April  11 
     Clarke, Evelyn                April 10      
     Hnytka, Mitchell             April  13 
     Mutti, Mike                  April  16 
     Pitman, Emma              April  18 
     Tuley, Mary                  April  18 
     Majewski, Megan  April  19      
     Kamkutis, Sophia          April  21 
     Chelton, Phyllis       April  24 
     Yerty, Jean                    April  26 
     Dunkin, Margie            April  27 
     Meyer-Fiffick, Sarah             April  27 
     Whittington, Tim  April  29 
 
      
 
 

April 14 at 12:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

   
 

On May 1, Rev. Linda will preach both 
services. Rev. Bev will be out of town 
sharing information about Disability  
Concerns throughout the Conference. 
Rev. Linda is planning special services 
of worship in which we will celebrate 
a “Love Feast,” instead of communion. 
Our children will bake the bread for 
these services and share in helping dis-
tribute this simple meal.  

KENNETH EARL FIELDS, 
age 96, of Middleburg 
Heights, Ohio; beloved hus-
band of the late Ann E. Fields 
(nee Bonar) who passed away 
in September 1999, and long-
time companion of Nancy 
Hayes; loving father of Janice 
Lynn Hearst (James) of Mid-
dleburg Heights, and Randall 
Kenneth Fields (Barbara 

Klaer) of Amesville, Ohio; dear grandfather of 
David James Hearst, Aaron Randall Fields, 
Scott Frederick Hearst (Karen), Kelly Eliza-
beth Paisley (Matt), Angela Lynn Hearst 
McMonigle (Ryan), April Klaer Fields, 
Kathryn Elizabeth Miller, and Valerie Ann 
Hearst, and great-grandfather of Parker Elaine 
Hearst, Gavin Benjamin Hearst, Rylie Ann 
McMonigle, Lillian Faith McMonigle, Avalon 
Fields Hearst, and Elise Yoona Kemp; brother 
of the late Louanna Robinson, the late Helen 
Redden, and the late Joyce Thomas.  
Kenneth was born and raised in Falmouth, 
Kentucky. He served his country in the United 
States Army as a Tech. Sergeant and Medic in 
the New Guinea Pacific Theater during World 
War II. He worked for many years as a remod-
eling contractor and carpenter. Following his 
retirement, he worked for 23 years as a Wood-
shop Therapist at the Berea Children's Home. 
Kenneth was a Cub Scout leader in Middle-
burg Heights and was a longtime, avid Cleve-
land Indians fan. He also enjoyed the out-
doors, gardening, bird-watching, and writing. 
Ken passed away on Tuesday, March 15, 
2016.  


